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29 May 2026  

Emma Griffiths  

Statutory Planner  

City of Greater Geelong  

137- 149 Mercer Street  

GEELONG VIC 3220  

 

Response to Request for Further Information –  PP - 185 - 2026   

1A Golf Links Road, Barwon Heads, 3227  

Dear Emma , 

We write in response to your request for further information regarding permit application 
PP - 185 - 2026, dated 1 April 2026, which seeks approval for building and works and 
removal of native vegetation to establish a maintenance hole at The Barwon Heads Golf 
Club at 1A Golf Links Road, Barwon Heads.  

The response has been prepared with consideration of critical issues that were raised by 
both DEECA and the environment team at the City of Greater Geelong  related to the 
removal of native vegetation.  

The maintenance hole layout has been amended to allow for the retention and protection 
of the threatened species Coast Wir ilda (Acacia uncifolia) . 

The application material, in response to the further information request, has been updated 
to include additional detail and assessment on the need for the maintenance hole  in the 
context of the established golf course use  and how the location and design satisfies the 
‘avoid’ considerations of the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native 
vegetation (Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action, 2025) . 

Part of the ‘avoid’ considerations include the chosen location for the hole  as part of the 
established golf course . The Barwon Heads Golf Course is an important tourism attraction 
within the Bellarine Peninsula and Greater Geelong offering a high - quality golfing 
experience for locals and visitors, including international guests.  

The alternatives of operating with fewer than 18 holes, requiring players to repeat a hole, 
or delaying necessary works are not an effective outcome for maintaining the golfing 
experience  and/or present operational  and safety .  

A Risk Mitigation Matrix and Environmental Risk Assessment, prepared by epar Pty Ltd, 
has been prepared, detail ing the risks and consequence of different responses.  

The siting has been chosen as the most practical option to support the safe and effective 
operation of the course as an 18 - hole facility . 

The hole design remains compact and the partial removal of vegetation allows for  the hole 
to be integrated into the landscape.  

Th is response consists of two parts  (including content which overlaps) : 

— A Section 50 amendment to the application related  to the change to the proposal.  

— The information sough t by Council and DEECA as a response to the RFI.  
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29 May 2026

Emma Griffiths
Statutory Planner
City of Greater Geelong
137-149 Mercer Street
GEELONG VIC 3220

Response to Request for Further Information - PP-185-2026 
1A Golf Links Road, Barwon Heads, 3227

Dear Emma,

We write in response to your request for further information regarding permit application 
PP-185-2026, dated 1 April 2026, which seeks approval for building and works and 
removal of native vegetation to establish a maintenance hole at The Barwon Heads Golf 
Club at 1A Golf Links Road, Barwon Heads.

The response has been prepared with consideration of critical issues that were raised by 
both DEECA and the environment team at the City of Greater Geelong related to the 
removal of native vegetation.

The maintenance hole layout has been amended to allow for the retention and protection 
of the threatened species Coast Wi ri Id a (Acacia uncifolia).

The application material, in response to the further information request, has been updated 
to include additional detail and assessment on the need for the maintenance hole in the 
context of the established golf course use and how the location and design satisfies the 
‘avoid’ considerations of the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native 
vegetation (Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action, 2025).

Part of the ‘avoid’ considerations include the chosen location for the hole as part of the 
established golf course. The Barwon Heads Golf Course is an important tourism attraction 
within the Bellarine Peninsula and Greater Geelong offering a high-quality golfing 
experience for locals and visitors, including international guests.

The alternatives of operating with fewer than 18 holes, requiring players to repeat a hole, 
or delaying necessary works are not an effective outcome for maintaining the golfing 
experience and/or present operational and safety.

A Risk Mitigation Matrix and Environmental Risk Assessment, prepared byepar Pty Ltd, 
has been prepared, detailing the risks and consequence of different responses.

The siting has been chosen as the most practical option to support the safe and effective 
operation of the course as an 18-hole facility.

The hole design remains compact and the partial removal of vegetation allows for the hole 
to be integrated into the landscape.

This response consists of two parts (including content which overlaps):

— A Section 50 amendment to the application related to the change to the proposal.

— The information sought by Council and DEECA as a response to the RFI.
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