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Figure 1: Location of study area 
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1.2 Objectives 

The objectives of this assessment are: 

§ Assess the conservation significance of the habitat 

§ Map the extent, type, and condition of the native vegetation 

§ Assess potential impacts of the proposed development on ecological values 

§ Consider measures that could avoid or reduce any impacts 

§ Assess and quantify measures to offset impacts and achieve a Net Gain 

1.3 Study Area 

The study area is located at 165-315 Gifkins Road Little River within the municipality of the Greater 
Geelong Shire Council, and is zoned Farming Zone (FZ).  The following Planning Scheme Overlays 
pertain to this project:    

Table 1 Planning Scheme Overlays 

Clause Number Name Associated Schedules 

44.06 Bushfire Management Overlay (BMO) Schedule 

42.03 Significant Landscape Overlay (SLO) Schedule 1 (SLO1) Greater 
Geelong 

 

The property falls into Central Victorian Uplands  Bioregion in the vicinity of the Melbourne Water 
Catchment Authority (CMA).  The Department of Energy, Environment, and Climate Action (DEECA) 
Native Vegetation Regulation Map (NVR map)1 list the 1750 Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) as:  71 
Hills Herb-rich Woodland and  72 Granitic Hills Woodland.   See Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) 
Map Figure 3. 

2 DESCRIPTION OF METHODS 

2.1 Field Survey 

The EVC was identified using state-wide EVC mapping and then ground truthed on 8/4/2025. The 
proposed development zones was traversed by foot. Records were taken of all indigenous vascular 
plant species. Native vegetation areas were recorded and mapped.  

2.2 Defining and Assessing Vegetation 

Native vegetation in Victoria has been defined by DELWP as belonging to two categories. These are: 

 

REMNANT PATCH 

 

 
1 DEECA 2023.  Native vegetation Regulation Map (NVR Map) sourced at https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/native-
vegetation/NVRMap 

 

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/native-vegetation/NVRMap
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/native-vegetation/NVRMap
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A remnant patch of native vegetation is either: 

• any area of vegetation where at least 25 per cent of the total perennial understorey plant 
cover is native 

• any area with three or more native canopy trees where the dripline of at least one other tree, 
forming a continuous canopy, or 

 
• any mapped wetland included in the Current wetlands map, available in DELWP systems and 

tools. 

 

SCATTERED TREE 

A scattered tree is: 

• a native canopy tree that does not form part of a remnant patch. 2 

 

HABITAT HECTARE 
Habitat hectare (Vegetation Quality Assessment) is a site-based measure that combines extent and 
condition of native vegetation. The current condition of native vegetation is assessed against a 
benchmark for its Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC). EVCs are classifications of native vegetation 
types. The benchmark for an EVC describes the attributes of the vegetation type in its mature 
natural state, which reflects the pre- settlement circumstances. The condition score of native 
vegetation at a site can be determined through undertaking a habitat hectare assessment. 

The habitat hectare assessment takes the following features into account: large trees; tree 
canopy cover; under-storey; cover of weeds; regeneration; organic litter; logs (condition score); 
patch size; neighbourhood; distance to core area (viability score) 

The habitat hectares of native vegetation are calculated by multiplying the current condition of the 
vegetation (condition score) by the extent of native vegetation. 

2.3 Special Considerations 

The survey was done in Autumn.  There were small herbs identifiable on site.  Due to the modified 
nature of the proposed development site  there is not considered to be any significant limitations to 
this study. 

3 FLORA  

The following Ecological Vegetation Class (EVC) from the Central Victorian Bioregion were identified 
in this study using the DEECA Native Vegetation Regulation Map and field assessment (See Figure 3): 

 

 

 

 
2 DELWP 2017.  Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation 
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/native-vegetation/native-vegetation 

 

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/native-vegetation/native-vegetation
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3.1 Pre-European Settlement – 1750 Map of Victorian Goldfields EVCs 
Present in Study Area 

3.1.1 Ecological Vegetation Class:  71 Hills  Herb-rich Woodland  
A dry, open eucalypt woodland to 15 m tall often with a sparse shrub layer.  The understorey is 
dominated by a carpet of herbs and grasses. Soils are generally shallow but fertile, and outcropping 
rock is not uncommon. This seasonally dry environment is favourable for annual herbs, with the 
fertile nature of the various geologies also supporting perennial herbs.  Landform can vary from 
relatively flat ground to ridge tops on sedimentary sandstones (along seams of mineral-rich 
sandstone) to undulating, rounded, granite hill landforms. 

3.1.2 Ecological Vegetation Class:  72 Granitic Hills Woodland  
Mainly restricted to granite rocky outcrops and structurally consists of low woodland to 10m high 
with the dominant trees often being stunted. 

 

Figure 3:  Pre-1750 Ecological Vegetation Class(es) modelled for the study area 

LEGEND 

Colour Key EVC Number Name Bioregion Status 

 
 

72 Granitic Hills Woodland Central Vic 
Uplands Depleted 

 
 

71 Hills Herb-rich Woodland  Central Vic 
Uplands 

Vulnerable 
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4 FAUNA 

Species found by survey 

No fauna survey was carried out as part of this study. 

5 RESULTS 

5.1 Habitat Hectare Calculations and Quantification of Losses in Patches of 
Native Vegetation  

One patch (P) of vegetation was assessed as part of this proposal. See Figures 4A & 4B and results 
Appendix 1, Native vegetation removal (NVR) report. The following table depicts; Habitat Hectare 
Calculations, size in hectares and distribution of large trees (if any) for quantification of losses of 
the sites identified.  See Table 2 below. 

Table 2 Habitat Hectare Calculations  

Habitat Site (Patch)  1 

Site & Habitat Zone    1A 

EVC Name (initials)   GHW 

EVC Number  72 

  Max Score  Score 

Si
te

 C
on

di
tio

n 

Large Old Trees 10 0 

Tree Canopy Cover 5 0 

Lack of Weeds 25 4 

Understory 15 15 

Recruitment 10 6 

Organic Litter 5 3 

Logs 5 0 

La
nd

sc
ap

e 
va

lu
e 

Patch Size 10 8 

Neighbourhood 10 4 

Distance to Core 5 4 

Habitat points out of 100   100 44 

Habitat Score (hab points/100) 0.100 
0.44 

 

Site size Ha 0.371 

Large Trees  0 

Percentage of loss (%) 100 
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Figure 4A: Assessed area (Sites/zones) orange polygon current impact, mint green – past clearing 
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Figure 4B. Zoomed in current  assessed area (Sites/zones) orange polygon, mint green-past clearing. 

5.2 Description of the native vegetation to be removed  

The overstorey species  within the study area is Red Box Eucalyptus polyanthemos.  The large tree 
benchmark for EVC 71 Hills Herb-rich Woodland  is ≥70cm Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) and the 
large tree benchmark for EVC 72 Granitic Hills Woodland is  ≥60cm Diameter at Breast Height 
(DBH).  There are no large trees impacted in this assessment.  See Appendix 6 for the list of flora 
observed within the study area.  There is no significant vegetation  within the study area.   

See Appendix 2 for photos of the vegetation impacted 
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5.3 Quantification of Losses for Scattered Trees 

There were no scattered trees impacted as part of this assessment.   

5.4 Vegetation not included in the assessment 

• Planted natives and exotic trees were not included in this assessment.  There are no trees in 
this category.    See Appendix 6 flora list.  

• Areas with < 25 % native vegetation.  The access from the box on the ground and between 
the dam (Photo 7) to the clay target access is modified with limited vegetation cover. 

• Regrowth: Native vegetation that is to be removed, destroyed, or lopped that has naturally 
established or regenerated on land lawfully cleared of native vegetation and is less than 10 
years old. There is no exemption for regrowth sought in this application although many 
wattles would fall into this category. 
 

• Dead Tree < 40cm Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) - at 1.3m above ground level.  There are 
numerous dead wattles that are located within the proposed range.  These trees have been 
incorporated in the overall patch score and an exemption has not be used across this study 
except in  the mid-section that is dominated by weeds and dead wattles and this zone was 
excluded from the impact capture. 

5.5 5.5 Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
(Commonwealth) 

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) applies to sites 
where proposed developments of projects may have a significant impact on matters of National 
Environmental Significance (NES).  There are currently four categories/ matters of National 
Environmental Significance pertaining to this proposal:  

• Wetland(s)of International Importance (Ramsar): (1) located within 10 kilometres from this 
study area. 

o Port Phillip Bay (western shoreline) and Bellarine peninsula 
 

• Listed Threatened Ecological Communities: (5) 
• Listed Threatened Species: (50) 
• Listed Migratory Species: (13) 

5.5.1 5. 5.1 Ecological Communities: 
• Grassy Eucalypt Woodland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain 
• Grey Box (Eucalyptus microcarpa) Grassy Woodlands and Derived Native Grasslands of 

South-eastern Australia. 
• Natural Temperate Grassland of the Victorian Volcanic Plain 
• Seasonal Herbaceous Wetlands (Freshwater) of the Temperate Lowland Plains 
• White Box-Yellow Box-Blakely’s Red Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived Native Grassland. 

The vegetation within the study area for this proposal considered impacted is modified and is not  
considered a listed ecological community.  

5.5.2 5.5.2 Threatened Species (Flora & Fauna) 
A desktop assessment identified 17 threatened flora, 33 threatened fauna species and 13 listed 
migratory species listed under the EPBC Act that may occur within the study area.   

The site assessment for vegetation quality, however, confirmed that it is unlikely that any EPBC Act 
listed flora or fauna species regularly occur within the study area of have significant habitat within 
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the study area that is impacted  in this assessment.   See Appendix 5 Table 5A and 5B for a 
description of the typical habitat of rare and threatened species listed from the EPBC protected 
matters search and in consideration of this study area. 

Based on the above, the proposed development does not trigger a permit requirement under the 
relevant requirements of the EPBC Act. 

5.6 5.6 Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (Victoria) 

5.6.1   Threatened flora 
A search of NatureKit/Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA)3 shows twenty-one species of flora listed as 
threatened under the FFG Act 1988 are recorded within a 5km radius of the study area.   Eight of 
these species are considered present or (less than or equal)  ≤ 20	𝑦𝑒𝑎𝑟𝑠	𝑜𝑙𝑑.	 See Appendix 5, Table 
5B. 

However, the FFG Act does not apply to listed threatened flora species occurring on private land, 
unless the land is listed as critical habitat, which this site is not 

5.6.2 Threatened fauna 
A search of the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA) shows thirty-six  species of fauna listed as 
threatened under the FFG Act 1988 are recorded within a 5km radius of the study area.  Of these 
twenty of these species is ≤ 20	𝑦𝑒𝑎𝑟𝑠	𝑜𝑙𝑑.  See Appendix 5, Table 5A. 
 

The FFG Act does not apply to any listed fauna species occurring on private land, unless it is listed 
as critical habitat, which this site is not.   

5.6.2 Protected Flora 
In addition, the FFG Act also lists ‘Protected Flora’.  Protected flora includes whole families or 
genera, not just plant species, such as daisies, heaths, orchids, and most acacias.  These species 
and genera are not necessarily regarded as threatened but require an approved ‘protected flora 
licence/permit’ from DELWP prior to their removal from public land.   

There is no impact to crown land with well-established existing access point, and therefore no FFG 
protected flora species impact. 

6 IMPLICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT 

6.1 Avoiding Impacts on Native Vegetation and Defendable Space 

There is no strategic level planning that this site has been subjected to that specifically avoids the 
removal of native vegetation.  The development zones have been sited appropriately, on modified 
ground already part of a larger shooting range complex.     The purpose of the site is to erect 
removable buildings/infrastructure to test ballistics in built up zones for federal armed forces 
contracts. 

 

 
3 NatureKit 2023. Sourced 
https://maps2.biodiversity.vic.gov.au/Html5viewer/index.html?viewer=NatureKit 

 

https://maps2.biodiversity.vic.gov.au/Html5viewer/index.html?viewer=NatureKit
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The Proxenus Services ballistics testing range has undergone thorough consideration prior to 
locating it at the SSAA Eagle Park Facility and in the proposed location.  The back ground summary 
includes: 

a. Business Optimisation - Proxenus Services, over the last 5 years, has used extant ranges at 
SSAA Eagle park to conduct testing activities for clients. Whilst desired outcomes could be 
achieved, it was apparent that a dedicated range was needed to optimise testing 
outcomes in terms of logistics and range availability. 

  
b.  Site selection within the SSAA Eagle Park Complex – The following is offered as reasons for 

the chosen site being selected: 
              The specific location was selected due to: 
  i.            Site Availability & SSAA Business Considerations - SSAA Victoria agreed that the site 
was most suitable for development from their perspective given consideration and usage of other 
ranges at the SSAA Eagle Park facility and available locations. Use of the selected site does not 
impinge on any of the firing areas of other ranges therefore can be used concurrently without 
needing to close down other SSAA ranges on site whilst in use. 

ii.           Proxenus Business Consideration (Amenities) - Being close to extant facilities such 
as toilets. 
iii.         Earthworks Minimization – Necessary earthworks for access to the site therefore 

environmental impact was minimised.  Development of the site was far simpler with substantially 
less environmental impact during construction than other possible/available locations at the NW 
corner of the SSAA Eagle Park facility. 
  iv.          Other possible locations at the NW corner of the SSAA Eagle Park facility would 
require far more extensive earthworks (in particular due to slope), impact other ranges to a greater 
extent and have similar environmental considerations as the chosen site therefore significantly 
larger environmental impact and higher development costs. 
  v.            Safety - The natural escarpment as a projectile containment (noting firing 
direction) provided the necessary coverage required in a similar fashion to the immediately 
adjacent ranges. 
  
c.           Current approved use of SSAA Eagle Park as a firing range – SSAA Eagle Park is currently 
approved for use (by Council, Victoria Police etc) as a firing range facility. From a commercial / 
practical perspective, development of an additional range on this site (noting many ranges already 
exist on the site) for the dedicated use by Proxenus Services, is far simpler than seeking to develop 
a new range at a green field site due to: 

i.  As stated above the SSAA Eagle Park site is already established as a firing range facility. 
ii.  Approved Range Templates in terms of firing directions already cover the facility. 

                  iii.   The escarpment is a natural projectile containment mechanism as used by other 
ranges on the site and is suitably positioned to use WRT the proposed range development. 
                 iv.   Facilities such as toilets are readily available and able to be accessed. 
                 v.  Safety systems and rules are already in place for the use of the SSAA Eagle Park site. 
 
 
Defendable space is not a consideration in this proposal. 

6.2 Minimising Impacts on Native Vegetation 

The small size of the specialty practice range 30m x 120m does not impact high quality native 
vegetation.  The site is modified and over half the site has high cover of a range  of weeds such as  
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Boneseed, Phalaris, Galenia, Paterson’s Curse,  Briar Rose, Couch, Buckhorn Plantain, Cats Ear, 
Corkscrew, and Pimpernel.  

No feasible opportunities exist to further avoid removal or minimise impacts without compromising 
the proposed development 

6.3 Offset Statement 

The client will purchase a third party offset from the credit register.  Indications of the type and 
amount of offset have been established as available from the Native Vegetation Credit Register.  
The report of available native vegetation credits is shown in Appendix 3. 

6.4 Offsets required as per DEECA Native Vegetation Removal (NVR) report  

• Offset required is 0.241 general habitat units. 

• Offset vicinity is within Melbourn Water Catchment Management Authority (CMA) or  

• Greater Geelong  City  Council. 

• Minimum strategic biodiversity score 0.7696. 

• 0 Large tree(s) 

 

See Appendix 1- DEECA Native vegetation removal report. 

 

7 Application requirement  & checklist 

7.1 Table 3 Requirements 

Number Decision guideline to be 
considered 

Response 

1 Information about the native 
vegetation to be removed, 
including:  

The assessment pathway and 
reason for the assessment 
pathway^. This includes the 
location category of the native 
vegetation to be removed.   

 

A description of the native 
vegetation to be removed.   

Maps showing the native 
vegetation and property in 
context.   

 

The offset requirement that will 

See Section 5 

 

 

This project is mapped as Location 1.  The total 
area of removal is 0.371 ha.  

 

 

 

See Section 5 

 

See Figure 1 Location of the study area, Figure 
2A &2B  Site Plans, Figure 3 Ecological 
Vegetation Map. Figure 4A & 4B Assessed zones 
and Appendix 1- Native vegetation removal 
report. 
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apply if the native vegetation is 
approved to be removed^.   

 

See Appendix 1-Native vegetation removal 
report. 6.3 Offset statement Appendix 3 
evidence of offset availability. 

2 Topographic and land information 
- relating to the native vegetation 
to be removed, showing ridges, 
crests and hilltops, wetlands and 
waterways, slopes of more than 20 
percent, drainage lines, low lying 
areas, saline discharge areas, and 
areas of existing erosion, as 
appropriate.  

 

The study area faces south towards granitic hill 
country for safety.    There is a number of rocky 
outcrops within this property, but not in this 
study area.  There are no waterbodies or 
drainage lines impacted by this small footprint.  
See Contour Map in Appendix 4. 

 

There is an erosion or evidence of salinisation 
within this study area. 

3 Photographs 

Recent, dated photographs of the 
native vegetation to be removed  

 

See Appendix 2, Photos 1 – 8.   

4 Past Removal 

Details of any other native 
vegetation approved to be 
removed, or that was removed 
without the required approvals, 
on the same property or on 
contiguous land in the same 
ownership as the applicant, in the 
five-year period before the 
application for a permit is lodged  

 

N/A 

 

5 Avoid and minimise statement. 
The statement describes any 
efforts to avoid the removal of and 
minimise the impacts on the 
biodiversity and other values of 
native vegetation, and how these 
efforts focussed on areas of native 
vegetation that have the most 
value.  

 See 6.1 & 6.2 

6 Property Vegetation Plan applies. No 

7 Defendable Space 

Where the removal of native 
vegetation is to create defendable 
space, a written statement 
explaining why the removal of 
native vegetation is necessary.  

N/A 
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8 Clause 52.16 applications- Native 
Vegetation Precinct Plan (NVPP) 

N/A 

9 Offset statement 

An offset statement providing 
evidence that the required offset. 

-available from third party 

-will be established as a new offset 
and has the agreement of the 
proposed offset provider, 

-met by first party offset. 

See Section 6.3 

10 Site assessment report 

-Habitat Ha assessment 

-location , number, circumference 
and species of any large trees in 
patches. 

-location, number, circumference 
and species of scattered trees and 
whether small or large. 

This ecological report compiled by Heather 
Beever accredited native vegetation assessor. 

11 Impacts to threatened species 
habitat.   

 

See section 5.5 & 5.6 for discussion about 
threatened species regarding Commonwealth 
and State Legislation with further information 
in Appendix 5, Tables 5A & 5B.   

Removal of less than 0.5ha in this location will 
not have a significant impact on any habitat for 
rare or threatened species’ and is not 
applicable with the basic pathway.   

 

7.2 Application Requirement checklist 

Application Requirement Relevant 

(Yes/No) 

Document Location 

1 Native Vegetation Removal Report  Yes Appendix 1 

2 Topographic and land information Yes Section 7, 7.1 

3  Photos Yes  Appendix 2 

4 Past Removal Yes Included in Appendix 1 NVR report 

5 Avoid and minimise statement Yes Section 6.1 & 6.2 

6  Property Vegetation Plan No - 

7  Defendable Space No - 

8 Native Vegetation  Precinct Plan No - 
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9  Offset Statement Yes Section 6.3, Appendix 3 

10 Site Assessment Yes Section 5 

11  Threatened species information Yes Section 5.5 & 5.6 and Appendix 5 

 

8 RECOMMENDATIONS/ CONCLUSIONS 

The proposal is designated Location 1, it does not cover an endangered Ecological Vegetation 
Class.    This assessment is to account for a small footprint for a specialty shooting range.    The 
location of the development has been thoroughly considered, the area of impact is small and the 
quality of the onsite vegetation is low (no large trees impacted) with high percentages of high 
threat weeds.  Provided the offset is met and other council issues are satisfied the proposal seems 
sound. 
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APPENDIX 1 - DEECA Native vegetation removal (NVR) report  

 
 
 
 

NVRR ID: 327_20260310_KUL

This report provides information to support an application to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation in

accordance with the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation (the Guidelines).

This report is not an assessment by DEECA of the proposed native vegetation removal. Native vegetation

information and offset requirements have been determined using spatial data provided by the applicant or

their consultant.

Report details

Date created: 10/03/2026

Regulator Notes

Removal polygons are located:

Local Government Area: GREATER GEELONG CITY

Shapefile name:

Job194_GifkinsRdLittleRiver_Patches_v2.shp

Site assessor name: 

Sporting Shooters Association of Australia 

Heather Beever

Registered Aboriginal Party: Wadawurrung

Coordinates: 144.44269, -37.91395

Address: 165-315 GIFKINS ROAD LITTLE RIVER 3211

Native Vegetation Removal Report

Page 1
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Summary of native vegetation to be removed

Assessment pathway Basic Assessment Pathway

Location category

Location 1

The native vegetation extent map indicates that this area is not typically

characterised as supporting native vegetation. It does not meet the criteria

to be classified as Location Category 2 or 3. The removal of less than 0.5

hectares of native vegetation in this area will not require a Species Offset.

Total extent including past and

proposed removal (ha)

Includes endangered EVCs (ha): 0

0.476

Extent of past removal (ha) 0.104

Extent of proposed removal - Patches (ha) 0.371

Extent of proposed removal - Scattered

Trees (ha)
0.000

No. Large Trees proposed to be

removed
0

No. Large Patch Trees 0

No. Large Scattered Trees 0

No. Small Scattered Trees 0

Offset requirements if approval is granted

Any approval granted will include a condition to secure an offset, before the removal of native vegetation,

that meets the following requirements:

General Offset amount 1 0.241 General Habitat Units

Minimum strategic biodiversity value

score 2
0.7696

Large Trees 0

Vicinity

Melbourne Water CMA 

or 

GREATER GEELONG CITY LGA

NB: values within tables in this document may not add to the totals shown above due to rounding

The availability of third-party offset credits can be checked using the Native Vegetation Credit Register

(NVCR) Search Tool - https://nvcr.delwp.vic.gov.au

1. The General Offset amount required is the sum of all General Habitat Units in Appendix 1.

2. Minimum strategic biodiversity value score is 80 per cent of the weighted average score across habitat zones where a General Offset is required.

3. The Species Offset amount(s) required is the sum of all Species Habitat Units in Appendix 1.
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Application requirements

Applications to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation must include all the below

information. If an appropriate response has not been provided the application is not complete.

Application Requirement 1 - Native vegetation removal information

If the native vegetation removal is mapped correctly, the information presented in this Native Vegetation

Removal Report addresses Application Requirement 1.

Application Requirement 2 - Topographical and land information

This statement describes the topographical and land features in the vicinity of the proposed works, including

the location and extent of any ridges, hilltops, wetlands and waterways, slopes of more than 20% gradient,

low-lying areas, saline discharge areas or areas of erosion.

Application Requirement 3 - Photographs of the native vegetation to be removed

Application Requirement 3 is not addressed in this Native Vegetation Removal Report. All applications must

include recent, timestamped photos of each Patch, Large Patch Tree and Scattered Tree which has been

mapped in this report.

Application Requirement 4 - Past removal

If past removal has been considered correctly, the information presented in this Native Vegetation Removal

Report addresses Application Requirement 4.

Application Requirement 5 - Avoid and minimise statement

This statement describes what has been done to avoid and minimise impacts on native vegetation and

associated biodiversity values.

Application Requirement 6 - Property Vegetation Plan

This requirement only applies if an approved Property Vegetation Plan (PVP) applies to the property 

Does a PVP apply to the proposal? 

Application Requirement 7 - Defendable space statement

Where the removal of native vegetation is to create defendable space, this statement:

Describes the bushfire threat; and

Page 3
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Describes how other bushfire risk mitigation measures were considered to reduce the amount of native

vegetation proposed for removal (this can also be part of the avoid and minimise statement).

This statement is not required if, If the proposed defendable space is within the Bushfire Management

Overlay (BMO), and in accordance with the 'Exemption to create defendable space for a dwelling under

Clause 44.06 of local planning schemes' in Clause 52.12-5.

Application Requirement 8 - Native Vegetation Precinct Plan

This requirement is only applicable if you are removing native vegetation from within an area covered by

Native Vegetation Precinct Plan (NVPP), and the proposed removal is not identified as 'to be removed' within

the NVPP. 

Does an NVPP apply to the proposal? 

Application Requirement 9 - Offset statement

This statement demonstrates that an offset is available and describes how the required offset will be

secured. The Applicant's Guide provides information relating to this requirement.

Page 4
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Next steps

Applications to remove, destroy or lop native vegetation must address all the application

requirements specified in the Guidelines. If you wish to remove the mapped native vegetation

you are required to apply for approval from the responsible authority (e.g. local Council). This

Native vegetation removal report must be submitted with your application and meets most of

the application requirements. The following requirements need to be addressed, as

applicable.

Application Requirement 3 - Photographs of the native vegetation to be removed

Recent, dated photographs of the native vegetation to be removed must be provided with the application.

All photographs must be clear, show whether the vegetation is a Patch of native vegetation, Patch Tree or

Scattered Tree, and identify any Large Trees. If the area of native vegetation to be removed is large, provide

photos that are indicative of the native vegetation.

Ensure photographs are attached to the application. If appropriate photographs have not been provided the

application is not complete.

Application Requirement 6 - Property Vegetation Plan

If a PVP is applicable, it must be provided with the application.

Page 5
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Appendix 1: Description of native vegetation to be removed

General Habitat Units for each zone (Patch, Scattered Tree or Patch Tree) are calculated by the following equation in accordance with the Guidelines 

General Habitat Units = extent without overlap x condition score x general landscape factor x 1.5, where the general landscape factor = 0.5 +

(strategic biodiversity value score/2)

The General Offset amount required is the sum of all General Habitat Units per zone.

Native vegetation to be removed

Information provided by or on behalf of the applicant Information calculated by NVR Map

Zone Type
DBH

(cm)

EVC

code

Bioregional conservation

status

Partial

Removal

Condition

score

Large

Tree(s)

Polygon

extent

(ha)

Extent

without

overlap

(ha)

SBV score

General

Habitat

Units

1-a Patch - CVU_0071 Vulnerable no 0.253 - 0.038 0.038

2-a Patch - CVU_0071 Vulnerable no 0.253 - 0.061 0.061

3-a Patch - CVU_0071 Vulnerable no 0.253 - 0.003 0.003

4-a Patch - CVU_0071 Vulnerable no 0.500 - 0.002 0.002

5-a Patch - CVU_0072 Depleted no 0.440 - 0.371 0.371 0.962 0.241
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Appendix 2: Images of mapped native vegetation

1. Property in context

Proposed Removal

Past Removal

Partial Removal

Property Boundaries
250 m
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2. Aerial photograph showing mapped native vegetation

Proposed Removal

Past Removal

Partial Removal
80 m
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3. Location Risk Map

Proposed Removal

Past Removal

Partial Removal

Location 1

Location 2

Location 3
80 m
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4. Strategic Biodiversity Value Score Map

Proposed Removal

Past Removal

Partial Removal

0.81 - 1.00

0.61 - 0.80

0.41 - 0.60

0.21 - 0.40

0.00 - 0.20

80 m
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5. Condition Score Map

Proposed Removal

Past Removal

Partial Removal

0.81 - 1.00

0.61 - 0.80

0.41 - 0.60

0.21 - 0.40

0.00 - 0.20

80 m
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6. Endangered EVCs

Not Applicable

© The State of Victoria Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action 2026

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International licence. You are free to re-use the work

under that licence, on the condition that you credit the State of Victoria as author. The licence does not apply to any

images, photographs or branding, including the Victorian Coat of Arms, the Victorian Government logo and the Department of

Energy, Environment and Climate Change (DEECA) logo. To view a copy of this licence, visit

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Disclaimer 

This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its employees do not guarantee that the publication is

without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or

other consequence which may arise from you relying on any information in this publication.
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APPENDIX 3 – Evidence of Offset availability 

 
 

 

General offset

What was searched for?

General
habitat units

Strategic
biodiversity value

Large
trees

Vicinity (Catchment Management Authority or Municipal district)

0.241 0.7696 0 CMA Melbourne Water

or LGA Greater Geelong City

Details of available native vegetation credits on 08 May 2025 10:14

These sites meet your requirements for general offsets.
Credit Site ID GHU LT CMA LGA Land 

owner 
Trader Fixed 

price 
Broker(s)

BBA-0277 1.272 429 Melbourne Water Mornington Peninsula 
Shire

No Yes No Abezco, Ethos, 
VegLink

BBA-0670 13.370 55 Melbourne Water Cardinia Shire No Yes No Abezco, VegLink

BBA-0677 1.848 855 Melbourne Water Whittlesea City No Yes No Abezco, VegLink

BBA-0678 5.656 281 Melbourne Water Nillumbik Shire No Yes No Abezco, VegLink

BBA-0678_02 0.330 32 Melbourne Water Nillumbik Shire No Yes No Abezco, VegLink

BBA-2870 0.391 56 Melbourne Water Yarra Ranges Shire Yes Yes No VegLink

BBA-2871 0.811 66 Melbourne Water Yarra Ranges Shire Yes Yes No VegLink

TFN-C0140 0.292 30 Corangamite Greater Geelong City Yes Yes No TFN

TFN-C1763_3 0.408 0 Melbourne Water Mornington Peninsula 
Shire

Yes Yes No Ecocentric, 
VegLink

VC_CFL-
3682_01

1.617 0 Melbourne Water Nillumbik Shire Yes Yes No Abezco

VC_CFL-
3710_01

6.187 270 Melbourne Water Yarra Ranges Shire Yes Yes No VegLink

These sites meet your requirements using alternative arrangements for general offsets.

This report lists native vegetation credits available to purchase through the Native Vegetation Credit Register. 

This report is not evidence that an offset has been secured. An offset is only secured when the units have been 
purchased and allocated to a permit or other approval and an allocated credit extract is provided by the Native 
Vegetation Credit Register.

Date and time: 08/05/2025 10:14 Report ID: 29658
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Credit Site ID GHU LT CMA LGA Land 
owner 

Trader Fixed 
price 

Broker(s)

VC_CFL-
3744_01

0.470 28 Melbourne Water Macedon Ranges Shire Yes Yes No VegLink

VC_CFL-
3764_01

3.116 0 Melbourne Water Yarra Ranges Shire Yes Yes No VegLink

VC_CFL-
3805_01

2.733 246 Melbourne Water Yarra Ranges Shire Yes Yes No VegLink

These potential sites are not yet available, land owners may finalise them once a buyer 
is confirmed.
Credit Site ID GHU LT CMA LGA Land 

owner 
Trader Fixed 

price 
Broker(s)

VC_CFL-
3746_01

3.242 315 Melbourne Water Macedon Ranges Shire Yes Yes No VegLink

VC_CFL-
3816_01

0.264 11 Melbourne Water Yarra Ranges Shire Yes Yes No Contact NVOR

LT - Large Trees CMA - Catchment Management Authority LGA - Municipal District or Local Government Authority
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© The State of Victoria Department of Energy, Environment and Climate 
Action 2025

Disclaimer
This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its 
employees do not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind 
or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims 
all liability for any error, loss or other consequence which may arise from 
you relying on any information in this publication.

Obtaining this publication does not guarantee that the credits shown will be 
available in the Native Vegetation Credit Register either now or at a later 
time when a purchase of native vegetation credits is planned.

Notwithstanding anything else contained in this publication, you must ensure 
that you comply with all relevant laws, legislation, awards or orders and that 
you obtain and comply with all permits, approvals and the like that affect, 
are applicable or are necessary to undertake any action to remove, lop or 
destroy or otherwise deal with any native vegetation or that apply to matters 
within the scope of Clauses 52.16 or 52.17 of the Victoria Planning 
Provisions and Victorian planning schemes

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International licence. You are free to re-use 
the work under that licence, on the condition that you 

credit the State of Victoria as author. The licence does not apply to any 
images, photographs or branding, including the Victorian Coat of Arms, the 
Victorian Government logo and the Department of Energy, Environment and 
Climate Action (DEECA) logo. To view a copy of this licence, visit 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

For more information contact the DEECA Customer Service Centre 136 186 
or the Native Vegetation Credit Register at 
nativevegetation.offsetregister@delwp.vic.gov.au

Broker contact details
Broker 
Abbreviation

Broker Name Phone Email Website

Fully traded

Abezco Abzeco Pty. Ltd. (03) 9431 5444 offsets@abzeco.com.au www.abzeco.com.au

Baw Baw SC Baw Baw Shire Council (03) 5624 2411 bawbaw@bawbawshire.vic.gov.au www.bawbawshire.vic.gov.au

Bio Offsets Biodiversity Offsets Victoria 0452 161 013 info@offsetsvictoria.com.au www.offsetsvictoria.com.au

Contact NVOR Native Vegetation Offset 
Register

136 186 nativevegetation.offsetregister@d
eeca.vic.gov.au

www.environment.vic.gov.au/nativ
e-vegetation

Ecocentric Ecocentric Environmental 
Consulting

0410 564 139 ecocentric@me.com Not avaliable

Ethos Ethos NRM Pty Ltd (03) 5153 0037 offsets@ethosnrm.com.au www.ethosnrm.com.au

Nillumbik SC Nillumbik Shire Council (03) 9433 3316 offsets@nillumbik.vic.gov.au www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au

TFN Trust for Nature 8631 5888 offsets@tfn.org.au www.trustfornature.org.au

VegLink Vegetation Link Pty Ltd (03) 8578 4250 or 
1300 834 546

offsets@vegetationlink.com.au www.vegetationlink.com.au

Yarra Ranges SC Yarra Ranges Shire 
Council

1300 368 333 biodiversityoffsets@yarraranges.vi
c.gov.au

www.yarraranges.vic.gov.au

If applying for approval to remove native vegetation
Attach this report to an application to remove native vegetation as evidence that your offset requirement is 
currently available. 

If you have approval to remove native vegetation 
Below are the contact details for all brokers. Contact the broker(s) listed for the credit site(s) that meet your offset 
requirements. These are shown in the above tables. If more than one broker or site is listed, you should get more 
than one quote before deciding which offset to secure. 

Next steps
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APPENDIX 4 – Contour map of study area  
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APPENDIX 6 – Flora list 

Scientific Name Common Name 

#Acaena echinata Sheep’s Burr 

#Acacia mearnsii Black Wattle 

#Acacia paradoxa Prickly acacia 

#Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 

#Austrostipa scarbra Rough spear grass 

Briza minor Lesser Quaking-grass 

Echium plantagineum Paterson’s Curse 

#Einadia nutans Nodding Saltbush 

Elymus repens Couch grass 

Erodium Sp. Corkscrew 

#Eucalyptus polyanthemos Red Box 

Galenia pubescens Galenia 

#Geranium spp. Native geranium 

Hypochaeris radicata Cats Ear 

Juncus spp Rush 

#Lomandra filiformis Wattle mat-rush 

Lysimachia arvensis Scarlet pimpernel 

Osteospermum moniliferum  Boneseed 

#Oxalis perennans Grassland wood-sorrel 

Phalaris aquatica Toowoomba Canary Grass 

Plantago coronopus Buck’s-horn Plantain 

#Poa sieberiana Grey  tussock-grass 

Rosa rubiginosa Sweet Briar 

#Rytidosperma spp. Wallaby grass 

 

# Native species 

 

 

 


