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Tree Encroachment Categories: 

The following categories will help to define the extent of recommendations to 

avoid damaging the tree’s root system when implementing the proposed 

works. 

Percentages of encroachment that relate to either Minor, Moderate or Major 

encroachment categories are determined through the total TPZ area of the 

tree and the area calculated from encroachment of development. 

• Minor NRZ encroachments If the proposed encroachment is less than or 
equal to 10% of the area of the NRZ and is outside the SRZ, detailed root 
investigations should not be required. The area lost to this 
encroachment should be compensated for elsewhere and contiguous 
with the NRZ. 

• Moderate NRZ encroachment The proposed encroachment is 
considered moderate if it is greater than 10 % and less than or equal 
to 20 % of the area of the NRZ and is outside of the SRZ. A project arborist 
shall be engaged to review the proposed impact and undertake any 
other necessary investigation to address the factors listed in Clause 
3.3.2 to demonstrate how the tree will remain viable. This may be 
through the implementation of suitable design measures and 
construction controls to mitigate impacts during the development 
process as part of a TPS and TPP. To avoid a net loss of soil area and 
volume, an area equivalent to the encroachment shall be incorporated 
into the TPZ, unless the project arborist otherwise demonstrates that 
the tree will remain viable. 

• Major encroachments The proposed encroachment is considered 
major if it is greater than 20 % of the area of the NRZ or inside the 
SRZ. The project arborist shall be engaged to explore alternative 
designs with the design team and/or demonstrate that the tree 
will remain viable. Relevant factors listed in Clause 3.3.2 should 
also be considered. For assessment of major encroachment a 
more detailed investigation is necessary. This can include research 
such as root investigation, soil analysis, historical records of the 
tree or site, relevant literature and examples of similar 
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