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My parents bought 3 acres on what is now the McHarrys Bus Depot in 1964 (I was 9 years old then) when 

my grandparents emigrated from Germany in 1963.  My father was a bricklayer and he built the house on 

that property for my grandparents which is still standing now. At that time my family lived in Watsons Road 

Newcomb. 

Unfortunately, my grandfather died in February 1966 shortly after decimal currency was introduced. 

Within 2 months of my grandfather’s passing my parents sold Watsons Road and we moved into the 

Murradoc Road house with my grandmother.  A short time later my father bought the 3 acres which is now 

95 Murradoc Road with a small cottage on it.  The cottage was renovated with plans for my grandmother to 

live there.  The McHarrys bus Depot site was then sold and we moved into the small cottage while my 

grandmother went on an extended trip back to Germany while my father built the solid brick house which 

is still standing. 

The property yielded several potato harvests and was also a paddock for our horse Bluebell between 

harvests.  My father Theodor Hoyer died of cancer in March 1971 (I was 15 years old) at only 48 years old 

after having just completed the house.  My mother had the land subdivided into 2 x 1.5 acre blocks and 

sold the 93 Murradoc Road block (developed by BMI) to her recently widowed siter, Irma Stroh.  Irma built 

a small house to the north of the cottage at 93 where she lived with her daughter while my grandmother 

lived in the small cottage. 

I grew up in the 95 Murradoc Road house and bought it off my mother in February 1989 when she 

downsized to a smaller property.  I have lived there until early 2026 when we sold the property to downsize 

ourselves.  

 

Photos on the following pages were taken in the late 1960s.  Drysdale was a small rural village then having 

expanded significantly since then.   

  



Photos taken late 1960s  

 

 

These two photos show potato harvests taken from about where there is now a large palm tree to the 

north of the house, it was not there at the time.  My parents had a small back yard, most of the property 

was paddock. 

The large tree in the middle of the photo is at the far north west corner of 95 Murradoc road on the border 

with #93, it was removed by BMI for their development, the stump is still there. The other trees are on the 

northern border of the property.  These trees were the only tress on the northern side of the house at the 

time. 

 

  



 

Photo left to right, myself, Bluebell, father Theo, brother Michael. 

Again taken in about the same position as the previous photos. The fence bordering #97, McHarrys Bus 

Depot, there are now trees on this fence line which were planted much later. 

 

Photo of my grandmother and Bluebell showing a pasture paddock, no trees on the West border with BMI 

development at #93.  Trees there now were planted much later. 


