Planning and Environment Act 1987

GREATER GEELONG PLANNING SCHEME

AMENDMENT C220
EXPLANATORY REPORT

Who is the planning authority?

This Amendment has been prepared by the Greater Geelong City Council which is the planning authority for this Amendment.

The Amendment has been made at the request of Recreation and Open Space Unit of Council.

Land affected by the amendment.

The Amendment applies to 10 and 18 Alkara Avenue and 8-10 Mill Road, Lara.
What the amendment does.

The Amendment proposes to rezone Council owned land at 10 and 18 Alkara Avenue & 8-10 Mill Road Lara from Rural Living Zone to Public Park and Recration Zone.

Strategic assessment of the amendment 

· Why is the amendment required?

The rezoning seeks to recognise the public ownership and nature of the land and to support and facilitate its development as a recreation reserve.
The rezoning will give effect to the Lara Recreation Reserve master Plan, as adopted by Council on 10 February 2009, and identified in the Lara Structure Plan, adopted by Council in April 2011.

The implementation of the Lara Structure Plan is supported by Clause 21.13 Lara, of the Greater Geelong Planning Scheme.

The land was purchased by Council specifically to provide additional sport and recreation facilities co-located to existing like making the Rural Living Zone no longer the appropriate land use zone.
· How does the amendment implement the objectives of planning in Victoria? The Amendment is consistent with the objectives of planning in Victoria.  The proposed Amendment aims to facilitate the development of public land as a recreation reserve consistent with the adopted Lara Structure Plan 2011.  The Amendment provides for fair, orderly, economic and sustainable use and development of land.
· How does the amendment address the environmental effects and any relevant social and economic effects? 

The rezoning will not have significant environmental impacts on surrounding residents or waterways.
The development of the land for recreation facilities and open space may impact on nearby residents through increased noise and traffic, particularly on weekends, though this has been considered and addressed as part of a planning permit issued for a minor sports ground in March 2011.

Much of the subject land (and adjoining land) is affected by the 100 year flood extent due to its lack of grade and with limited overland drainage infrastructure.  The rezoning will not affect this designation.

The rezoning of the land will recognise the land as much needed sport and recreation facilities in Lara and will assist in supporting community benefit and enjoyment.

· Does the amendment comply with the requirements of any Minister’s Direction applicable to the amendment?

The Amendment is consistent with the Ministerial Direction on the Form and Content of Planning Schemes under section 7(5) of the Act and Ministerial Direction No. 11 Strategic Assessment of Amendments.
The Amendment is not affected by any other Ministerial Directions.
· How does the amendment support or implement the State Planning Policy Framework?

The proposal is consistent with the SPPF, particularly the purpose of the PPRZ which includes recognising areas for public recreation and open space, and Clause 11.03 which seeks to respond to the needs of existing and future communities through the provision of zoned and serviced land for recreation and open space.
· How does the amendment support or implement the Local Planning Policy Framework?

The proposal is consistent with the LPPF, particularly the purpose of Clause 21.08-4 Open Space which is: To develop a comprehensive, safe and accessible open space network and which includes the strategy to: Require land provided as open space to be useable for its intended recreational purpose.  Rezoning the Council owned land will assist in implementing Council’s open space policy for the area.
The Lara Structure Plan 2011 supports the rezoning of the 18 Alkara Avenue and the 8-10 Mill Road sites (page 29 of Lara Structure Plan adopted 2011).  It also supported the acquisition of the 10 Alkara Avenue site which has subsequently been achieved by Council, with settlement of the purchase on 10 May 2011.  By extension the inclusion of 10 Alkara Avenue in the rezoning is supported by policy.
· Does the amendment make proper use of the Victoria Planning Provisions?

The Amendment uses the most appropriate VPP tool for development of public land for recreational purposes, being the Public Park and Recreation Zone.  The PPRZ is the most appropriate zone as its purpose includes recognising areas for public recreation and open space with parks; reserves and sporting ovals zoned PPRZ across Lara and wider Geelong.  It is the accepted Victoria Planning Provisions tool to apply to public open spaces.
· How does the amendment address the views of any relevant agency?

The Amendment will not introduce any additional referral requirement into the Scheme nor is it expected that the views of agencies will be compromised by the proposal.
The Amendment is not expected to cause any undue burden for infrastructure service providers associated with the future development of the subject land as a recreation reserve.
· Does the amendment address relevant requirements of the Transport Integration Act 2010?
The Amendment has no significant impact on the transport system as defined in the Transport Integration Act 2010.

Resource and Administrative costs
· What impact will the new planning provisions have on the resource and administrative costs of the responsible authority?
The Amendment will not place any substantial additional burden on the resources or administrative costs of the responsible authority.  This Amendment will facilitate the clear articulation of Council’s planning policies for Lara and will provide for the on-going development of the Lara Recreation Reserve, to meet the recreational needs of the Lara community.
Where you may inspect this Amendment.

The Amendment is available for public inspection, free of charge, following places.

	Greater Geelong City Council, Customer Service Centre, Ground Floor, 131 Myers Street. GEELONG– 8.00am to 5.00pm weekdays 

	‘Have a Say’ section of the City’s website www.geelongaustralia.com.au/council/yoursay

	Department of Planning and Community Development website at: www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning/publicinspection


Further information

For further information about Amendment C220, please contact the Strategic Implementation Unit at the City of Greater Geelong on (03) 5272 4820 or via email strategicplanning@geelongcity.vic.gov.au .
Written submissions

Submissions about Amendment C220 should be received by Monday 6 February 2012 and addressed to:

The Coordinator

Strategic Implementation

City of Greater Geelong

either by mail to:

· PO Box 104, GEELONG VIC 3220

or by email to:

· strategicplanning@geelongcity.vic.gov.au
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