Planning and Environment Act 1987

GREATER GEELONG PLANNING SCHEME

AMENDMENT C353
EXPLANATORY REPORT

Who is the planning authority?

This amendment has been prepared by the City of Greater Geelong, who is the planning authority for this amendment.

The Amendment has been made at the request of the Beckley Park Committee of Management Incorporated.
Land affected by the Amendment
The Amendment applies to Beckley Park, 40 Broderick Road, Corio.
What the amendment does
The Amendment seeks to allow consideration of major promotional signs at Beckley Park, Corio.
The Amendment:
· Amends the schedule to the Special Use Zone – Schedule 4 to identify the applicable advertising sign category for Beckley Park, Corio as Category 2. The Schedule will limit the number of major promotion signs (including electronic) to two and that these signs must not exceed a height of 15 metres.
Strategic assessment of the Amendment 
Why is the Amendment required?

The amendment is required to facilitate the display of promotional signage at Beckley Park, which would otherwise be prohibited under the advertising controls of Clause 52.05. The Special Use Zone currently identifies advertising signage requirements as Category 3 – High Amenity areas.
How does the Amendment implement the objectives of planning in Victoria?

The amendment implements the objectives of planning in Victoria by providing for the fair, orderly, economic and sustainable development of land in accordance with Section 4(1)(a) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987.
How does the Amendment address any environmental, social and economic effects?
The amendment may produce social and economic benefits by providing a potential source of revenue to the Beckley Park Committee of Management to manage a well utilised community asset on Crown land.

The amendment will allow a permit to be sought for major promotional signage which could have a significant visual impact which will need to be assessed as part of a future planning permit application process.
Does the Amendment address relevant bushfire risk?

There are no relevant bushfire risks as a result of the proposed amendment.
Does the Amendment comply with the requirements of any Minister’s Direction applicable to the amendment?

The amendment is consistent with the Ministerial Direction on the Form and Content of Planning Schemes under section 7(5) of the Act.
How does the Amendment support or implement the State Planning Policy Framework and any adopted State policy?
Clause 18.01 relates to development along highways, railways and tramways. The following policy guideline is considered relevant:

The design of transport routes and nearby areas should be planned and regulated to achieve high visual standards appropriate to the importance of the route with particular reference to landscape, the control of outdoor advertising and, where appropriate the provisions of buffer zones and resting places.

How does the Amendment support or implement the Local Planning Policy Framework, and specifically the Municipal Strategic Statement?
Clause 21.08-2 highlights the importance of the presentation of development along highways and major roads. The Clause has as an Objective:

To improve the appearance of transport routes at key entrances to townships and urban areas.
Any future planning permit applications will be assessed against the State and Council Planning policies and the provision of Clause 52.05 of the Planning Scheme, the purpose of which is: 
· To achieve high quality visual standards for the siting of major promotion signs. 

· To ensure that the signs are not detrimental to the appearance of their surroundings or the safe and efficient operation of the route through application of consistent planning controls.  

The decision guidelines to this Clause require Council to consider the effect of such signs on streetscapes, a significant view corridor, gateway location etc and a range of locational principles.   
Does the Amendment make proper use of the Victoria Planning Provisions?

The amendment uses the Schedule at Clause 37.01 which forms part of the VPP.
How does the Amendment address the views of any relevant agency?

The views of agencies and authorities were sought during the drafting of the amendment documents. Agencies will have an opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the Special Use Zone – Schedule 4 during the exhibition period. 
Does the Amendment address relevant requirements of the Transport Integration Act 2010?
There are no significant impacts on the transport system defined by the Transport Integration Act as a result of this amendment.
Resource and administrative costs

· What impact will the new planning provisions have on the resource and administrative costs of the responsible authority?

The change in provisions will have minimal impact on Council’s resource and administrative costs.
Where you may inspect this Amendment
The Amendment is available for public inspection, free of charge, during office hours at the following places:
Greater Geelong City Council, Customer Service Centre, Ground Floor, 100 Brougham Street GEELONG – 8.00am to 5.00pm weekdays 
‘Have Your Say’ section of the City’s website www.geelongaustralia.com.au/council/yoursay 
The amendment can also be inspected free of charge at the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning website at www.delwp.vic.gov.au/publicinspection 
Submissions 

Any person who may be affected by the Amendment may make a submission to the planning authority.  Submissions about the Amendment must be received by Monday 14th August 2017. 
A submission must be sent to: 
The Coordinator 

Strategic Implementation 

City of Greater Geelong 
Either by mail to:
PO Box 104, GEELONG VIC 3220 
Or by email to: 
strategicplanning@geelongcity.vic.gov.au 
Alternatively, a submission may be lodged online at the City’s website: 
www.geelongaustralia.com.au/amendments 
Panel hearing dates 
In accordance with clause 4(2) of Ministerial Direction No.15 the following panel hearing dates have been set for this amendment:

· directions hearing:  2nd October 2017
· panel hearing:  23rd October 2017 
