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AMENDMENT C399ggee, REVISED RESOLUTION TO EXHIBIT UNDER 
DELEGATION 

 

To: Peter Smith – Coordinator Strategic Implementation  
From: Barry Gough – Strategic Planner 
Subject: Resolution to exhibit an amendment under 

delegation  
File number: C399ggee 
  

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to seek a Council resolution, under delegation, 
to prepare and exhibit Amendment C399ggee, subject to authorisation by the 
Minister for Planning. 

Summary 

The amendment corrects errors in the native vegetation offset requirements 
identified in the Native Vegetation Precinct Plans, which resulted from an 
error in the direction provided by the then Department of Environment, 
Planning, and Infrastructure (DEPI), as to the methodology to be used to 
calculate the offsets. 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

1) supports the preparation and exhibition of Amendment C399ggee to 
the Greater Geelong Planning Scheme to: 

a) replace the existing schedules 4 & 5 to Clause 37.07, Urban 
Growth Zone with new Schedules in the form of the attached 
documents; 

b) replace the existing schedule to Clause 52.16 with a new 
Schedule in the form of the attached document; 

c) replace the existing schedule to Clause 72.04 with a new 
Schedule in the form of the attached document; and 

2) requests the Minister for Planning to authorise the preparation and 
exhibition of Amendment C399ggee 

  
Approved as a resolution of Council by Council’s delegate:  P.Smith  

Date: 16 September 2019  
 

Note:  The documentation relating to this amendment, including this report, was 
revised by reference to further revisions of the two Native Vegetation Precinct 
Plans, which correct additional minor errors which were identified 
subsequent to resolution by Council’s delegate and prior to submission for 
Authorisation. P.Smith  

Date: 16 January 2020  
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Background 

The amendment is required to correct an anomaly relating to the native 
vegetation off-set requirements in the Horseshoe Bend and Armstrong Creek 
Town Centre Native Vegetation Precinct Plans (NVPPs), in relation to the 
method specified by DEPI used to calculate offsets for native vegetation 
proposed to be removed. 
The Horseshoe Bend and Armstrong Creek Town Centre NVPPs were 
overlooked by DEPI when other NVPPs were corrected, and were therefor 
incorporated into the planning scheme with incorrect offset calculations, 
which are higher than required. 

Discussion 

Shortly after the original Native Vegetation Precinct Plans (NVPPs) for the 
Armstrong Creek Town Centre and Horseshoe Bend Precincts were 
gazetted, the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
corrected the way that offsets were calculated. Generally, this correction 
results in a reduction of species specific offsets required, and an increase in 
general offsets being required for the removal of any native vegetation that is 
permitted to be removed under these two NVPPs.  

The proposed changes to the NVPPs are to implement this correction only, 
no changes to the status of native vegetation in either precinct are proposed, 
i.e. there will be no native vegetation that was originally to be retained that 
can now be removed or vice versa.  

The amendment implements the objectives of planning in Victoria as set out 
in Section 4 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 by providing for the 
fair, orderly and sustainable development of land where environmental, social 
and economic effects are recognised. 

The revision of the Native Vegetation Precinct Plans so as to accurately 
reflect the state government specified vegetation assessment requirements 
and the amendment of the schedules to the Urban Growth Zone to refer to 
the revised NVPPs will result in environmental outcomes consistent with state 
legislative requirements. 

The amendment will ensure that the need to off-set lost vegetation is 
minimised, which will result in a reduced adverse economic impact and 
maximise the positive social impact by achieving an optimal development 
outcome. 

Financial Implications 

There are no financial implications for Council which would arise from the 
adoption of the proposed amendment. 

Stakeholder Consultation and Communication 

Affected landowners and occupiers, prescribed Ministers and other relevant 
agencies will be directly notified during the statutory exhibition period. The 
broader community will be notified through notices in local newspapers and 
the City of Greater Geelong website. 
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Policy/Legal/Statutory Implications 

The amendment is consistent with the State Planning Policy Framework as 
follows: 

Clause 12 – Environment and Landscape Values.  

Clause 12.01-1S Protection of biodiversity, which includes the following: 

“Objective 

To assist the protection and conservation of Victoria’s biodiversity. 

Strategies 

Use biodiversity information to identify important areas of biodiversity, 
including key habitat for rare or threatened species and communities, and 
strategically valuable biodiversity sites. 

Strategically plan for the protection and conservation of Victoria’s important 
areas of biodiversity. 

Ensure that decision making takes into account the impacts of land use and 
development on Victoria’s biodiversity, including consideration of: 

• Cumulative impacts. 

• Fragmentation of habitat. … 

Avoid impacts of land use and development on important areas of 
biodiversity. … 

Assist in the identification, protection and management of important areas of 
biodiversity. … 

Policy guidelines: 

Consider as relevant: 

• State biodiversity information maintained by the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning. 

Policy documents: 

• Protecting Victoria’s Environment – Biodiversity 2037 (Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 2017) 

• Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation 
(Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 2017) 

• Any applicable biodiversity strategies, including the relevant Regional 
Catchment Strategy (prepared under Part 4 of the Catchment and Land 
Protection Act 1994)” 

 

Clause 12.01-2S Native vegetation management which includes the 
following: 

“Objective 

To ensure that there is no net loss to biodiversity as a result of the removal, 
destruction or lopping of native vegetation. 

Strategies 

Ensure decisions that involve, or will lead to, the removal, destruction or 
lopping of native vegetation, apply the three-step approach in accordance 
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with the Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation 
(Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 2017): 

• Avoid the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation. 

• Minimise impacts from the removal, destruction or lopping of native 
vegetation that cannot be avoided. 

• Provide an offset to compensate for the biodiversity impact from the 
removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation. 

Policy guidelines 

Consider as relevant: 

• State biodiversity information maintained by the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning. 

Policy documents 

Consider as relevant: 

• Guidelines for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation 
(Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 2017) 

• Assessor’s handbook – applications to remove, destroy or lop native 
vegetation (Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 
2017) 

 

The amendment is consistent with the Local Planning Policy Framework as 
follows 

Clause 21.05 NATURAL ENVIRONMENT … 

Clause 21.05-3 Biodiversity 

Objective 

To protect, maintain and enhance the biodiversity of the municipality. 

Strategies 

• Ensure that land use and development minimises the fragmentation of 
areas native vegetation and other habitats. 

• Ensure habitats of indigenous species are protected from the impacts 
of land use and development. 

Clause 21.11  ARMSTRONG CREEK URBAN GROWTH AREA 

Clause 21.11- 2 Objectives 

• To protect and enhance the natural environmental features and cultural 
heritage values of the Armstrong Creek area and provide a distinct 
urban character and green setting. 

Alignment to City Plan 

The proposed Amendment C399ggee supports the Sustainable Built and 
Natural Environment strategic directions of City Plan.  
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Officer Direct or Indirect Interest 

No Council officers involved in the preparation of this report have any direct 
or indirect interest in the matter to which this report relates, in accordance 
with Section 80 (c) of the Local Government Act. 

Risk Assessment 

There are no identifiable risks associated with implementing the 
recommendation contained in this report. 

Environmental Implications 

The proposed Amendment C399ggee will facilitate the assessment of any 
proposed offset requirements associated with applications for the removal of 
native vegetation in accordance with the Department of Environment, Land 
Water and Planning. 
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Appendix 1 – Instruction Sheet 
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Appendix 2 – Proposed new Schedule 4 to the Urban Growth Zone 
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Appendix 3 – Proposed new Schedule 5 to the Urban Growth Zone 
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Appendix 4 – Proposed new Schedule to Clause 52.16 
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Appendix 5 – Proposed new Schedule to Clause 72.04 
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