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1.0 Key Objectives 
 

This report has been commissioned by Curlewis Bellarine Pty Ltd, in 

relation to trees which require consideration in a development project 
on a site referred to as 91 – 125 Coriyule road, Curlewis, 3222 

 
The report is to look at trees on the site, with the exclusion of remnant 

indigenous natives, and make consideration of identification, health, 
arboricultural retention value and tree protection zone calculations so 

as planning for the site can progress in a tree focused manner. 
 

This report does not give permission for tree removal, pruning or 
management.  

 
It is assumed the permissions for removal or pruning if any are required, 

are sought and approved by other means, i.e. the application and 
granting of vegetation management permits. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.0 Methodology 
 

On the 26th of February 2021, the inspection performed on site, by 

Matthew Branagh, a Level 5 Consulting Arborist from ‘Let’s Talk About 
Trees’. 

  
A ground-based Visual Tree Assessment was performed on the above-

ground section of all trees on site, in line with modern Arboricultural 
Practices and Principles, AS 4970 – 2009 – Protection of Trees on 

Development Sites and AS 4373 – 2007 – Pruning of Amenity Trees.  
 

All photographs and data within graphs tables and charts were taken or 
recorded at the time of the inspection and shall be used within this 

report for referencing or identification purposes. 
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3.0 Observations  

3.1 General Observations 
 
The following tree data was collected at inspection and refers to the trees. 
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  Comment 

1 Eucalyptus 
cladocalyx – Sugar 
Gum 

M S P P L L 8 45 5.4 
2.4 

Poor tree with significant 
phototrophic lean from 
under pines. (in paddock) 

2 Pinus radiata – 
Monterey Pine 

M M F G L L 13 48 5.8 
2.4 

Sound tree (in paddock) 

3 Eucalyptus 
cladocalyx – Sugar 
Gum 

M M F P L L 8 48* 5.8 
2.4 

Past copsing has caused a 
modified open crown of 
poor structure. (in 
paddock) 

4 Eucalyptus 
cladocalyx – Sugar 
Gum 

M M F P L L 8 57* 6.8 
2.6 

Past copsing has caused a 
modified open crown of 
poor structure. (in 
paddock) 

5 Eucalyptus 
cladocalyx – Sugar 
Gum 

M M F P L L 9 38 4.6 
2.2 

Past copsing has caused a 
modified open crown of 
poor structure. (in 
paddock) 

6 Pinus radiata – 
Monterey Pine 

M M F P L L 13 47 5.6 
2.4 

Sound tree (in paddock) 

77 Corymbia citriodora 
– Lemon scented 
Gum 

M L G G L L 13 38 4.6 
2.2 

Sound but open spreading 
and lion tailed. 

78 Gleditsia triacanthos 
– Honey Locust 

M M P G L L 9 34* 4.1 
2.1 

Sound in declining health. 
 

80 Robinia 
pseudoacacia - 
Sunburst 

M M G G L L 7 38* 4.6 
2.2 

Sound 

79 Crataegus azarolus - 
Hawthorn 

M L G G L L 5 13* 2.0 
1.5 

Sound 

76 Gleditsia triacanthos 
– Honey Locust 

M M P G L L 7 17* 2.0 
1.6 

Sound trifurcated tree. 

76
B 

Schinus molle – 
Pepper Corn 

M L G G L L 11 55* 6.6 
2.6 

Sound in good health with 
a trifurcated structure. 
 
 

75 Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis – Red 
Gum 

M L G G L L 15 58 7.0 
2.6 

Sound planted landscape 
tree. 

74 Prunis cerasifera 
purparea – 
Flowering Plumb 

M L G G L L 5 14 2.0 
1.5 

Sound 
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  Comment 

73 Corymbia ficifolia – 
WA flowering gum 

M M P P L M 7 19* 2.3 
1.6 

Epicormic branches off a 
past failed stump. No 
retention value. 

76
A 

Cedar deodara – 
Himalayan Cedar 

M L G G L L 14 49 5.9 
2.5 

Sound tree, has potential 
to be retained as feature 
subject to final design. 

7 Allocasuarina 
verticillata - Sheoak 

SM L G G L L 10 <15 2.0 
1.5 

Sound, planted indigenous 
native 

9 Allocasuarina 
verticillata - Sheoak 

SM L G G L L 4 5 2.0 
1.5 

Sound, planted indigenous 
native 

11 Eucalyptus 
lehmannii – Busy 
Yate 

M S P P L H 8 26 3.1 
1.9 

Mostly failed stump, open 
spreading canopy – No 
retention value. 

60 Allocasuarina 
verticillata - Sheoak 

Y L G G L L 7 <15 2.0 
1.5 

Sound, planted indigenous 
native. Grows in garden 
surrounded by garden 
infrastructure. 

61 Allocasuarina 
verticillata - Sheoak 

Y L G G L L 7 <15 2.0 
1.5 

Sound, planted indigenous 
native. Grows in garden 
surrounded by garden 
infrastructure. 

10 Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala – 
Tuart Gum 

M M F P L L 12 36 4.3 
2.2 

Grown as wind break to 
current dwelling in a hedge 
row. Lopped to 5m in the 
past. Regrowth is 
unchecked and epicormic. 
Tree has no retention 
value in future site 
development. 

16 Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala – 
Tuart Gum 

M M F P L L 12 34 4.1 
2.1 

Grown as wind break to 
current dwelling in a hedge 
row. Lopped to 5m in the 
past. Regrowth is 
unchecked and epicormic. 
Tree has no retention 
value in future site 
development. 

12 Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala – 
Tuart Gum 

M M F P L L 12 65 7.8 
2.8 

Grown as wind break to 
current dwelling in a hedge 
row. Lopped to 5m in the 
past. Regrowth is 
unchecked and epicormic. 
Tree has no retention 
value in future site 
development. 
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  Comment 

14 Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala – 
Tuart Gum 

M M F P L L 12 42 5.0 
2.3 

Grown as wind break to 
current dwelling in a hedge 
row. Lopped to 5m in the 
past. Regrowth is 
unchecked and epicormic. 
Tree has no retention 
value in future site 
development. 

13 Malus - Apple M L G P L L 5 20 2.4 
1.7 

Ornamental fruit tree, 
heavily timed in the past. 

18 Melaleuca nesophila 
– Purple Melaleuca 

M L G G L L 5 <14 2.0 
1.5 

Trifurcated with sound 
form and structure. 

17 Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala – 
Tuart Gum 

M M F P L L 12 47 5.6 
2.4 

Open and spreading 
crown. Tree with no 
retention value. 

15 Cupressus 
macrocarpa – 
Monterey Cypress 

D D D D D D D D D Dead 

19 
20 
21 
23 
25 
26 
28 
29 
31 
33 
34 
36 
38 
40 
42 
43 
45 
49 
53 
55 
56 
58 

Cupressus 
macrocarpa – 
Monterey Cypress 

D D D D D D D D D Dead row of trees around 
tennis court – no retention 
value 

22 
24 
27 
30 
32 
35 
37 
39 
41 

Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala – 
Tuart Gum 

M M F P L L 11 Ave 
32 

3.8 
2.1 

Tuart plantation around 
tennis court. Trees have 
been lopped to manage as 
a hedge and allowed to 
regrow. No retention value 
in development. 
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  Comment 

44 
46 
47 
48 
50 
51 
52 
54 

           

57 Cupressus 
macrocarpa – 
Monterey Cypress 

M L G G L L 14 76 9.1 
2.9 

Sound tree 

62 Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala – 
Tuart Gum 

M M F P L L 12 47 5.6 
2.4 

Grown as wind break to 
current dwelling in a hedge 
row. Lopped to 5m in the 
past. Regrowth is 
unchecked and epicormic. 
Tree has no retention 
value in future site 
development. 

63 Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala – 
Tuart Gum 

M M F P L L 12 47 5.6 
2.4 

Grown as wind break to 
current dwelling in a hedge 
row. Lopped to 5m in the 
past. Regrowth is 
unchecked and epicormic. 
Tree has no retention 
value in future site 
development. 
 
 
 

64 Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala – 
Tuart Gum 

M M F P L L 12 47 5.6 
2.4 

Grown as wind break to 
current dwelling in a hedge 
row. Lopped to 5m in the 
past. Regrowth is 
unchecked and epicormic. 
Tree has no retention 
value in future site 
development. 

65 
- 

72 

Eucalyptus 
gomphocephala – 
Tuart Gum 

M M F P L L 12 47 5.6 
2.4 

8 X Trees grown as a 
group / avenue. Partly 
dead with no useful life in 
development. 

95 Eucalyptus 
melliodora – Yellow 
Box 

M L G G L L 10 52 6.2 
2.5 

Grows on a lean was a 
single specimen impacted 
by erosion and compaction 
around base from past site 
grazing and farming. 
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Further trees of the site: 
 

441-418 Cupressus macrocarpa, Monterey Cypress – Driveway 
(West boundary – Southern group) 24 trees. 

These trees are mature specimens and are grown as a group lining the 
driveway to the neighbouring allotment. A break in the plantation separates 

these trees from the group of a further 17 trees referred to as tree 38. 

The trees are growing at spacing’s of approximately 2m and as such have 
developed as a single group reliant on one another, and as such should be 

treated all in the same manner. Partial retention of the planted group is not 
recommended. Tress appear stunted and in poor form and have a low 

retention value.  
 

417-400 Cupressus macrocarpa, Monterey Cypress – Driveway 
(West boundary – Northern group) 17 trees 

A shadow group of tree 37, this group is separate from the other and as 
such reported here as a separate group. 

They are similar / same condition and comment as the group forming tree 
37. Tress appear stunted and in poor form and have a low retention value. 

 
442-529 Cupressus macrocarpa, Monterey Cypress – Front Boundary 

(North boundary) 85 trees 

A long plantation across the front of the allotment. The trees were recently 
impacted by heavy pruning in a poor manner to allow for infrastructural 

development along the road shoulder of Coryule Road. 
As such the Northern face of the trees presents as dead and unsightly with 

little to no chance of recovery. 
Excavation impacts within the TPZ of these trees is also notable along the 

front of the allotment in the form of trenching. 
It is as such these trees show decline of recent time, and an open canopy 

from past pruning. 
Poorly managed these trees have a reduced useful life expectancy and a low 

retention value to the in future development. 
 

96-134 Pinus radiata, Monterey Pine – stand of 44 trees, (Centre of 
site) Runs North – South. 

 

Central to the open pasture of the site is a plantation which runs north to 
South. The plantation is in a state of advanced senescence. All specimens 

are over mature, have open under canopies. 14 trees present as dead but 
standing and pose a very high failure risk. A further 8 trees show between 

40% and 80% dead canopy. A smaller number show major limb failings. 
The remainder of the stand with the exception of two tree spaced well apart 

are in advanced decline with short useful life expectancies. 
The two sound trees have a high dependency on the retention of the failing 

trees around them for retention of their structural integrity both above and 
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below ground. As such these two trees will follow suit of the plantation in the 
shorter term future. 

Over all the stand has out grown its useful life expectancy and is unsound in 
retention for its rural pasture use. The stand has no contribution to make to 

urban life, and is not suitable for inclusion in future development of the site. 
 

 

4.0 Discussion  
 

The exotic and planted trees of the site carry a low retention value as an 
overall group. 

 
Whilst there are plenty of trees on this site, many are planted in avenues 

and windbreaks and have been established with a utility use.  
This use has passed with the changing of the site use over the last decade. 

As such the trees which show past management have been abandoned to 
develop outside the bounds of arboricultural management. The result is tree 

decline across the site, with no trees showing a significance great enough to 
be included in an urban design for the site. 

 
The plantation trees whilst showing a site presence due to their size and 

number, show past impacts of development and change around them and 
their senescent state sees them with short useful life expectancies. 

Over all I found no trees within the scope of this report, worthy of retention. 

 

5.0 Conclusion  
In conclusion the trees present as a disjointed, failing asset to the site. No 
trees pose a future sound use, nor offer a long useful life expectancy. 

 
This report recommends the removal of trees from this site pre further site 

development.  
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Location of trees on site.  
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76A 

76B 
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NOT PART OF 
THE SCOPE 

OF THIS 
REPORT 

WITH THE 
EXCEPTION 
OF TREES 
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6.0 Recommendations 
 

It is the recommendations of this report that; 
 

 
1. The trees on this site should be managed as per this report. 

 
2. Whilst none is recommended for retention, all vegetation to be 

retained on site should be protected and retained using AS4970 – 

2009 Protection of Trees on Development Sites. 
  

3. The process of managing trees on construction sites is clearly out lined 
by AS4970 – 2009 Protection of Trees on Development Sites, and 

further reports may be required to protect and guide the retention of 
trees throughout the process of development of this project. These 

should be commissioned as practicable. 
 

4. A full understanding of the Australian Standard 4970 – 2009 Protection 
of Trees on Development Sites is required to fully manage this project. 

In order that this is carried out, a Level 5 Project arborist should be 
commissioned for the projects entirety to manage all retained / 

impacted and proposed to be impacted trees. 
 

5. It is recommended that due consideration be given to any vegetation 

removed as a result of this report in regards to replacing lost 
vegetation post development. 
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7.0 Appendices 
 

7.1 Photographs - Appendix One. - Typical trees of the project. 
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7.2 Site Plan 
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7.3 Tree Protection Signage 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                           (Extract from AS4970 – 2009 Protection of trees on Development sites) 
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7.4 Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) Example 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  (Extract from AS4970 – 2009 Protection of trees on Development sites) 
 
 
 

7.5 Indicative Stages in Development and the Tree Management Process 
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Stage in Development 

Tree Management Process 

Matters for Consideration Actions and Certificates 

Planning (Sections 2 and 3) 

Site acquisition Legal constraints  

Detail surveys Council plans and policies 

Planning instruments and 
controls 

Heritage 

Threatened species 

Existing trees accurately plotted on 
survey plan. 

Preliminary tree 
assessment 

Hazard/risks 

Tree retention value 

Evaluate trees suitable for retention and 
mark on plan 

Provide preliminary arboricultural report 
and indicative TPZs to guide 
development layout. 

Preliminary development 
design 

Condition of trees 

Proximity to buildings 

Location of services 

Roads 

Level changes 

Building operations space 

Long-term management 

Planning selection of trees for retention 

Design review  by proponent 

Design modifications to minimise impact 
to trees. 

Development submission Identify trees for retention 
through comprehensive 
arboricultural impact 
assessment of proposed 
construction. 

Determine tree protection 
measures. 

Landscape design. 

Provide arboricultural impact 
assessment including tree protection 
plan (drawing) and specification. 

Development approval Development controls 

Conditions of consent 

Review consent conditions relating to 
trees. 

Pre-construction (Sections 4 and 5) 

Initial site preparation State based OHS 
requirements for tree work 

Approved retention/removal 

Refer to AS 4373 for the 
requirements on the pruning of 
amenity trees 

Specifications for tree 
protection measures. 

Compliance with conditions of consent. 

 

Tree removal/tree 
retention/transplanting 

Tree pruning 

Certification of tree removal and 
pruning. 

 

Establish/delineate TPZ 

Install protective measures 

Certification of tree protection 
measures. 
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Stage in Development 

Tree Management Process 

Matters for Consideration Actions and Certificates 

Construction (Sections 4 and 5) 

Site establishment Temporary infrastructure 

Demolition, bulk earthworks, 
hydrology 

Locate temporary infrastructure to 
minimise impact on related trees. 

Maintain protective measures 

Certification of tree protection 
measures. 

Construction work Liaison with site manager, 
compliance 

Deviation from approved plan 

Maintain or amend protective measures 

Supervision and monitoring 

Implement hard and soft 
landscape works 

Installation of irrigation 
services 

Control of compaction work 

Installation of pavement and 
retaining walls 

Remove selected protective measures 
as necessary 

Remedial tree works 

Supervision and monitoring 

Practical completion Tree vigour and structure Remove all remaining tree protection 
measures 

Certification of tree protection 

Post Construction (Section 5) 

Defects liability / 
maintenance period 

Tree vigour and structure Maintenance and monitoring 

Final remedial tree works 

Final certification of tree condition 

 
  NOTES: 

1. Owing to variations in planning legislation, this Table is a general indication of the process only 
2. Certification of tree protection and condition should be carried out by the project Arborist. 

 
 

Extract from Australian Standard 4970 – 2009 – Protection of Trees on Development Sites. 
 
The above Table shows clearly the process of tree protection on development sites as set out in 
the Australian Standard. 
 
This Table should be followed in the management of all trees on development sites. 
 
Depending on the stage of the project you are undertaking, the type of project you are undertaking 
and specific other requirements of various planning departments, in some instances additional 
reports may be required. 
 
The above Table serves as an indicative guide to the process of managing and protecting trees. 
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9.0 Terms and Limitations of the Report 
 

 Any legal information in the report has been provided to Let’s Talks About Trees by an 
external source and it is assumed to be correct.  All references to property title and/or control 
or ownership of land are assumed to be correct as Let’s Talk About Trees has been 
advised. 
 

 Great care has been taken in sourcing information for this report so as it is correct.  Let’s 
Talk About Trees cannot be responsible for information provided which is not directly under 
control of its staff. 

 

 No Let’s Talk About Trees employee shall be required to give testimony or attend court for 
any matter in relation to this report, unless further contractual arrangements have been made. 

 

 This report must not be altered in any shape or form.  It has been written as a whole document 
and is intended for use as a whole document.  Any changes or modifications to this report not 
undertaken Let’s Talk About Trees by shall render this report invalid in its entirety. 

 

 In no way is this report biased or weighted.  The content of the report is written in the full, 
honest opinion of the Let’s Talk About Trees Consulting Arborist. 

 

 No diagrams, pictures, graphs or other reference material in this report is said to be to scale or 
value unless stipulated.  All measurements and values are made to the best of the author’s 
ability at the time of reporting and should be checked before using as final measurements for 
whatever reason. 

 

 This report is developed around the information provided by our client in the project brief.  Only 
issues covered by the project brief are discussed in this report. 

 

 All details, information and advice contained in this report have been researched and 
referenced.  Where no reference is included, it is the author’s learned opinion, experience and 
observations. 

 

 

THIS REPORT IS WRITTEN UNDER FULL COPYRIGHT. 

NO SECTION MAY BE REPRODUCED FOR ANY REASON WHATSOEVER, 

UNLESS WITH THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF Let’s Talk About Trees 
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