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3.7. Amendment C452ggee - Correction of Planning Scheme Anomalies - Consideration of Submissions and Adoption of Amendment

3.7. Amendment C452ggee - Correction of Planning Scheme 
Anomalies - Consideration of Submissions and Adoption of 
Amendment

Source: Placemaking
Executive Director: Tennille Bradley
 

Purpose

1. To consider submissions and adopt Amendment C452ggee to the Greater Geelong 
Planning Scheme.

Background

2. Amendment C452ggee proposes to correct anomalies, errors, and remove redundant 
provisions in the Greater Geelong Planning Scheme.

3. Everyday use of the Planning Scheme over the past year has identified several 
anomalies, errors and redundant provisions that require correction. Amendment 
C452ggee corrects these and is considered housekeeping in nature and has been 
prepared to ‘tidy up’ the Planning Scheme. 

4. Attachment 1 provides a background summary of the amendment process and 
submissions.

Key Matters

5. The amendment includes inserting correct maps and document references, correcting 
property addresses in the heritage overlay, deleting redundant heritage and design & 
development overlays, correcting zoning and overlay mapping errors, and deleting 
flooding, land subject to inundation, significant landscape, public acquisition, and 
environmental audit overlays that are no longer required.

6. The amendment is procedural and has been prepared following the requirements of 
the Ministerial Direction on the Form and Content of Planning Schemes.

7. Exhibition of the amendment from late May to early July 2024 resulted in eight written 
submissions. One submission sought a change to the extent of the heritage overlay at 
a Barwon Health property and this is supported. One submission from Ausnet initially 
sought a change to the amendment to delete an overlay from their land but this was 
subsequently withdrawn.

8. There are no outstanding issues with the submissions and amendment, and it is now 
ready for adoption.
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RESOLUTION - Item 3.7

Cr A Katos moved, Cr R Story seconded -

That Council:

1. Adopts Amendment C452ggee – Correction of Planning Scheme Anomalies 
to the Greater Geelong Planning Scheme in the form as contained in 
Attachment 2 of this report; and

2. Submits the adopted Amendment C452ggee together with the prescribed 
information to the Minister for Planning requesting approval.

Carried
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Financial Sustainability

9. There are no financial implications for Council because of the amendment.

Community Engagement

10. The amendment was exhibited as required by the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 
Exhibition took place between 30 May and 1 July 2024.

11. Direct notice was given to affected landowners and occupiers, relevant agencies, and 
State Government departments and to prescribed Ministers. Notices were published in 
City News and on Council’s webpage.

12. In response to exhibition, eight submissions were received. These submissions either 
supported the amendment, raised no objection or sought a change. The submissions 
are included in Attachment 1 to this report.

13. One submission from Barwon Health sought a change to the revised extent of HO868 
at De Garis House in Bellerine Street. This change has been mutually negotiated 
between officers and Barwon Health and is a satisfactory outcome to both parties. This 
changed extent of the heritage overlay is included in the amendment put forward for 
adoption.

14. An initial submission from Ausnet sought the removal of an Environmental Significance 
Overlay 4 from their land in Ballan Road, Moorabool. This was subsequently 
withdrawn as outlined in the Attachment 1.

15. As there are no objecting submissions and the amendment is changed in the manner 
sought by Barwon Health the amendment can be adopted.

Social Equity and Sustainability

16. The amendment will have a positive impact on community infrastructure and open 
space. Rezoning land to support public recreation and open space implements the 
purpose of the Public Park and Recreation Zone (PPRZ) and contributes to social 
benefits to the community. This also reduces the need for planning permits for public 
works and infrastructure. Similarly, including the private utility installations in St Albans 
Park and Moorabool within the Special Use Zone 16 will reduce the need for planning 
permits and ensures consistency in planning provisions with other similar facilities 
across Greater Geelong.

Relevant Law/Policy/Legal Implications

17. The amendment applies to a variety of locations across Greater Geelong as outlined in 
Attachment 1.

18. The amendment is consistent with the Planning Policy Framework of the Planning 
Scheme.

19. The amendment has been prepared in the format required for planning schemes as 
outlined in the Ministerial Direction Number 1 on the Form and Content of Planning 
Schemes.

20. It is incumbent on Council to resolve errors and anomalies so that the Greater Geelong 
Planning Scheme is relevant, up to date, of a high quality and standard and meets the 
State Government's requirements. This amendment will achieve this.
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21. When this amendment is approved, the updated Planning Scheme will remove 
unnecessary planning permit application triggers and be easier to interpret.

Alignment to Community Plan and Vision

22. This report aligns with Our Community Plan 2021-2025 strategic priority:
 Sustainable growth and environment.

23. This report aligns with the Community led 30-year Vision, “Greater Geelong: A Clever 
and Creative Future” community aspiration:

 Development and implementation of sustainable solutions.

 
Sustainable development that supports population growth and protects the 
natural environment.

Conflict of Interest

24. No officer involved in the preparation of this report declared a general or material 
conflict of interest.

Risk Assessment

25. There are no notable risks associate with implementing the recommendation contained 
in this report.

Environmental Sustainability

26. The amendment poses minimal adverse effects on the environment. The Sparrovale-
Ngubitj yoorree Wetlands will be included in the Public Conservation and Resources 
Zone (PCRZ) in accord with the Masterplan for the area. A large area of public open 
space at Curlewis will be appropriately included in the PPRZ.

27. Large parts of Fyansford will be removed from the Environmental Audit Overlay (EAO) 
as the environmental audits have been completed and the certificates/statements 
issued with new residential/urban development in progress.

Attachments

1. Background and Discussion [3.7.1 - 4 pages]
2. Amendment C452ggee - Correction of Planning Scheme Anomalies [3.7.2 - 161 

pages]
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Attachment 1 – Background and Discussion

Background

1. Amendment C452ggee proposes to correct errors and anomalies existing in the Greater 
Geelong Planning Scheme.

2. These changes include:

inserting correct maps and document references

correcting property addresses in the Heritage Overlay

deleting redundant Heritage and Design and Development Overlays

correcting zoning and overlay mapping errors

deleting Public Acquisition, Floodway, Land Subject to Inundation, Significant Landscape 
and Environmental Audit Overlays that are no longer required

rezoning Council owned land and Crown land to reflect its conservation and public open 
space status

rezoning private utility installations

updating Heritage Overlay controls and statements of significance for heritage properties

3. The changes will apply appropriate zoning and overlays to reflect land use and status and 
update content more accurately in the Ordinance to improve the clarity and administration of 
the Planning Scheme.

4. The amendment reflects Council’s obligation to maintain up-to-date content and ensure 
effective administration of the Planning Scheme.

5. The amendment affects the following land:

680 Ballan Road, Moorabool (Existing AusNet terminal station)

380-530 Ballarat Road, Batesford – one area to the northeast and one area to the northwest 
of the Moorabool River

86 Fenwick Street, Portarlington

8-14 and 16-42 Beach Vista Drive, Curlewis

85, 87-89, 91 and 95A Gamble Way, 3, 4 and 10A Weeroona Street, and 12-14 and 16-18 
Paywit Street, St Leonards

80-100 Woods Road, St Albans Park (Future AusNet Terminal Station)

1-87 Groves Road, Armstrong Creek, 111-215 Sparrovale Road, Charlemont, and 225 
Baenschs Land, Armstrong Creek (Allotments 2A and 2B) (known as the Sparrovale-
Ngubitj yoorree Wetlands)

6 Winders Lane, 26 Gill Road and the western side of Winders Lane, Phelan Street and 
Patching Street, Point Lonsdale

41-49 North Valley Road, Highton

1385-1425 Ballan Road and 1435-1475 Ballan Road, Anakie

45-99 Ballarat Road, North Geelong

1 & 3, and 7 Coronal Avenue, Newtown and 9 & 11 Dudley Avenue, Newtown

245 Noble Street, Newtown
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51 Marnock Road, Newtown

56-58 Bellerine Street, Geelong

237 McKillop Street, East Geelong

191-195 Ryrie Street, Geelong

Parts of Rechenberg Boulevard, Charlemont and Nova Walk & Moonlight Drive, Mt Duneed

299 Anakie Road, Lovely Banks

Eastern and western side of Wallington Road including 341-359, 602-606, 608-610, 612-
614, 616-634, & 642-650 Wallington Road, 1-13 & 2-10 Rhinds Road, 2-10 Orchard 
Crescent, 47-55 Mirranda Court, 61-69 & 71-79 Hardings Road, and 15-17 Island Road, 
Wallington

Fyansford/Herne Hill environmental audit overlay areas

Land within the Urban Growth Zone Schedule 3 at Armstrong Creek

Land within the Special Building Overlay Schedule 1 at Lara

9-13 Parkland Drive, 10 Dunmow Crescent, and 1-35 Katoomba Court Hamlyn Heights.

Discussion

6. Amendment C452ggee was exhibited between 30 May and 1 July 2024. As a result of this 
public exhibition of the amendment, eight submissions were received.

7. All submissions either supported the amendment or raised no objection. One of the 
submissions from Barwon Health requested a change to the proposed new extent of the 
heritage overlay applying to De Garis House at the rear of 56-58 Bellerine Street, Geelong. 
This submission confirmed the negotiated extent discussed between Barwon Health and 
officers during the exhibition period.

8. The submissions are summarised and responded to in the table on the following pages.

9. With no objection submissions and the change requested by Barwon Health accepted, 
Council can progress to adopt the amendment. There is no need for referral to an 
independent panel.







Amendment to be Adopted 

(note only the pages of the heritage overlay being amended are included in 
this Attachment) 

 

 

Planning and Environment Act 1987 

Greater Geelong Planning Scheme 

Amendment C452ggee 

Instruction sheet 

The planning authority for this amendment is the City of Greater Geelong. 

The Greater Geelong Planning Scheme is amended as follows: 

Planning Scheme Maps 

The Planning Scheme Maps are amended by a total of 33 attached map sheets. 

Zoning Maps 

1. Amend Planning Scheme Map Nos 16ZN, 31ZN, 32ZN, 43ZN, 59ZN, 6ZN, 67ZN, 
68ZN and 78ZN in the manner shown on the eight attached maps marked 
“Greater Geelong Planning Scheme, Amendment C452ggee”.   

Overlay Maps 

2. Amend Planning Scheme Map Nos. 32SLO, 36SLO, 83SLO and 89SLO in the 
manner shown on the three attached maps marked “Greater Geelong Planning 
Scheme, Amendment C452ggee”.   

3. Amend Planning Scheme Map Nos. 52DDO14 and 62DDO14 in the manner 
shown on the two attached maps marked “Greater Geelong Planning Scheme, 
Amendment C452ggee”.   

4. Amend Planning Scheme Map Nos. 9HO, 10HO, 33HO, 37HO, 48HO, 49HO, 
50HO and 51HO in the manner shown on the twelve attached maps marked 
“Greater Geelong Planning Scheme, Amendment C452ggee”.   

5. Amend Planning Scheme Map Nos. 66LSIO-FO and 67LSIO-FO in the manner 
shown on the two attached maps marked “Greater Geelong Planning Scheme, 



Amendment C452ggee”. 

6. Delete Planning Scheme Map No.25PAO, 70PAO and 81PAO in the manner 
shown on the five attached map marked “Greater Geelong Planning Scheme, 
Amendment C452ggee”.  

7. Amend Planning Scheme Map Nos. 31EAO, 36EAO, 47EAO and 48EAO in the 
manner shown on the one attached map marked “Greater Geelong Planning 
Scheme, Amendment C452ggee”.   

Planning Scheme Ordinance 

The Planning Scheme Ordinance is amended as follows: 

8. In Planning Policy Framework- replace Clause 11.03-6L-01 with a new Clause 
11.03-6L-01 in the form of the attached document.  

9. In Planning Policy Framework- replace Clause 16.01-1L-02 with a new Clause 
16.01-1L-02 in the form of the attached document.  

10. In Zones – Clause 37.07, replace Schedule 3 with a new Schedule 3 in the form 
of the attached document. 

11. In Overlays – Clause 43.01, replace the Schedule with a new Schedule in the 
form of the attached document.  

12. In Overlays – Clause 44.05, replace Schedule 1 with a new Schedule 1 in the 
form of the attached document.  

13. In Operational Provisions – Clause 72.03, replace the Schedule with a new 
Schedule in the form of the attached document. 

14. In Operational Provisions – Clause 72.04, replace the Schedule with a new 
Schedule in the form of the attached document. 

End of document
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AMENDMENT C452ggee
GREATER GEELONG PLANNING SCHEME - LOCAL PROVISION
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‘Coronal’, 7 Coronal Avenue, Newtown 
 - Statement of Significance 
City of Greater Geelong, 2023 

 
Heritage 
Place: 

‘Coronal’, 7 Coronal 
Avenue, Newtown VIC 3220 

PS ref no: HO126 

 
What is significant? 

‘Coronal’ at 7 Coronal Ave, Newtown, is of historical heritage significance as a grand early Geelong 
estate incorporating a particularly fine example of a Victorian Italianate style residence set amidst 
generous landscaped grounds with numerous mature trees, and prominently situated atop the 
escarpment of Herne Hill with impressive vistas over the Barwon River and Queens Park. 

 

How is it significant? 

Coronal is of HISTORICAL significance at a local and regional level as a substantial early Geelong 
estate dating from 1854-55 – a relatively early phase in the development of the City. (criterion A) 
 
Coronal is of HISTORICAL significance at a local and regional level for its association with early 
Geelong architect Benjamin Backhouse (criterion H). 
 
Coronal is of AESTHETIC significance at a local and regional level as a fine example of Victorian 
Italianate architecture of the residence.  (criterion D). 
 
Coronal is of AESTHETIC significance at a local and regional level for the cohesive and attractive 
visual composition of the Italianate architecture with the landscaped gardens and backdrop of mature 
trees, and its dramatic siting atop the escarpment with views across the Barwon River (criteria E). 
 
Why is it significant? 

Coronal was designed and built as the private residence of architect Benjamin Backhouse, to 
showcase the prowess of the firm Backhouse and Reynolds, in which he was a partner.  Backhouse 
practised in Geelong and Ballarat for only a short period, 1853-1860, prior to his return to England.  
 
Coronal was established high above a bend in the Barwon River, upon a large rectilinear lot.  Formal 
tree plantings were arranged along each boundary to form a staged backdrop to the grand lightly-
coloured residence, which was surrounded by space in which gardens were established to 
complement the Italian style of the house.  The house was initially designed as a grand two-storey 
residence of eight rooms, constructed of brick and stone.  Construction commenced late in 1854 and 
completed mid-1855, marking an early phase in the expansion of Geelong upstream along the 
Barwon River. 
 
Willingham 1997 describes the residence and its key architectural attributes: “This substantial 
mansion house of the 1850s, with axial plan, projecting ground floor bay windows, surmounted by 
canopied balconettes, rusticated bracketed eaves, slate roof and distinctive wrought iron balustrades, 
is one of Backhouses’ finest designs in Victoria and a powerful indication of the success of this 
architect in Western Victoria in the 1850s.” 
 
Primary source 

Willingham, Allan 1986:  Geelong Region Historic Buildings and Objects Study Volume 3, pp303-304 
 



Marathon Estate Woolshed & Yard Complex - Statement of 
Significance 
City of Greater Geelong, 2023 

 
Heritage 
Place: 

Marathon Estate Woolshed 
& Yard Complex 

PS ref no: HO25 

 
What is significant? 

The Marathon Estate Woolshed and Yard Complex is of historical heritage significance as a good 
example of an early bluestone shearing shed and attendant yards, associated with the early 
subdivision of the City’s rural hinterland into squatting runs and the rise of sheep farming in the 
Anakie area for wool production and export during the mid C20th. 

 

How is it significant? 

Marathon Estate Woolshed and Yard Complex is of HISTORICAL significance at a local and regional 
level in demonstrating the evolution of pastoral holdings as squatting runs and the development of the 
regional wool industry during the mid-C19th, being a woolshed and the only surviving building from 
the Marathon squatting run.  (criterion A) 
 
Marathon Estate Woolshed and Yard Complex is of HISTORICAL significance at a local level for its 
association with a number of notable early pastoralists including Robert Officer and Sir Samuel 
Wilson.  (criterion H). 
 
Marathon Estate Woolshed and Yard Complex is of AESTHETIC significance at a local level as a 
modest or utilitarian example of a bluestone woolshed, a typology that remains relatively rare 
nationally, albeit the Marathon Woolshed is eclipsed in its architectural importance by other regional 
examples.  (criterion D). 
 
Why is it significant? 

The Marathon Estate Woolshed and initial yard complex was built c1867 for notable pastoralist Sir 
Samuel Wilson.  At this time, the Anakie Balliang, Cowies Creek, Lara, Lovely Banks, Little River, 
Moorabool and Sutherlands Creek area boasted the largest number of sheep in the region, totalling 
53,445.  In the following year the Marathon run was described as a vast sheep property with 13 large 
paddocks subdivided by substantial stone walls and post-and-rail fencing. 
 
The homestead and most other outbuildings being demolished in 1938-39, the Woolshed represents the 
solitary surviving building from the Marathon squatting run. 
 
The Woolshed features a simple rectangular plan, with mortared bluestone walls and a corrugated 
iron roof.  Whilst the yards are believed to have been substantially altered over time, their functional 
presence if not fabric still complements the historical use of the woolshed.   
 
Primary source 

Rowe, David (for City of Greater Geelong) :  About Corayo: A Thematic History of Greater Geelong, 
Vol 4 p363, p368, p389 
 
Willingham, Allan 1986:  Geelong Region Historic Buildings and Objects Study Volume 1, Sheet 112, 
pp255-258 
 



McKellar Memorial Chapel 
Revised Statement of Significance 
City of Greater Geelong, 2023 

 

Heritage 
Place: 

McKellar Memorial Chapel PS ref no: HO154 

 

Revised Name: McKellar Memorial Chapel 

Former Name: Grace McKellar House, the chapel part of "Bell Park" house 

Revised Address: 45-99 Ballarat Road, NORTH GEELONG VIC 3215 – Property No 277340 

Former Address: 45 Ballarat Road, BELL PARK VIC 3215 - Property No 277340 

 

What is significant? 

The McKellar Memorial Chapel is of historical cultural heritage significance as an annex to the 
grand mid-19th Century rural residence of Bell’s Park, that currently serves as a place of worship 
and contemplation within the Grace McKellar Centre, a modern community care facility. 

Key significant features of the place are those which date from its original 1861 construction, 
inclusive of: 

 The original rectangular footprint and rectilinear form of the Chapel with its bluestone wall 
construction and the gable-roof clad in slate; and 

 The original symbolic element of the spire at the western end of the roof, and Gothic-style 
decorative elements including the ornate hexagonal bay window form on the eastern wall 
and the traditional 19th Century vertical sash windows in the bay and on the northern wall. 

Features of contributory significance are those which date from its 1963-64 additions and 
alterations as a Chapel inclusive of: 

 The bluestone entry vestibule on the south side, with a shallow-pitched steel roof, double 
timber-board doors and vertical sash windows to match the original; 

 The bronze plaque fitted below the bay window inscribed ‘Catharine McKellar Memorial 
Chapel, Dedicated to the Glory of God Who Cares, Opened 1st November 1964 by the Hon. 
W Thom MLC’; and 

 The timber panelled ceiling and matching timber units, benches and end pew beneath the 
bay window. 

 

How is it significant? 

The McKellar Memorial Chapel is of historical significance (Criterion A), aesthetic significance 
(Criterion E), social significance (Criterion G) and associative significance (Criterion H) to the City of 
Greater Geelong. 

 

Why is it significant? 

The McKellar Memorial Chapel is historically significant as an early annex to the grand rural 
residence of Bell Park established by John Bell in 1853, and from which the surrounding suburb 
currently derives its name.  The Chapel was added in 1861 possibly as a ballroom, designed by JL 
Shaw to match the original Gothic detailing of the homestead.  By the 1920s the estate had been 
largely subdivided.  Grace McKellar, the owner of the remaining 40 acres on which the house was 
situated had a vision for the place to be developed for the benefit of older and under-privileged 
people.  Upon Grace’s passing in 1944, her two daughters set about fulfilling her vision and the 
property commenced the development of the Grace McKellar House community care facility, which 



opened in 1959.  The Chapel is the only part of the original house that survived, being redeveloped 
and retained as a place of spiritual care and contemplation for the patients in 1964. (Criterion A) 

The Grace McKellar Centre in which the Chapel is located is socially significant to the Geelong 
community as one of the largest community care facilities within the City, which has supported the 
community for over 60 years and whose initial development was made possible by public bequests 
and donations.  Its conception was due to the vision and enterprise of three women - Grace 
McKellar and her two daughters Ernestine and Catherine - and as the last remnant of the McKellar 
family residence, the Chapel is the only surviving physical connection to them. (Criterion G) 

The McKellar Memorial Chapel is significant for its association with early pastoralist Jonathan Bell, 
who developed the estate and a grand residence of which the Chapel was a part.  It also possesses 
significant associations with Grace McKellar and her daughters, whom had pivotal roles in the 
development of the Grace McKellar Centre.  Grace developed her vision for a local care centre 
following the closure of the Geelong Benevolent Asylum and transfer of residents to Ballarat in 
1923, whilst the daughters took a role in implementing that vision.  The Chapel was named the 
Catherine McKellar Memorial Chapel following its redevelopment in 1964.  (Criterion H) 

The McKellar Memorial Chapel is of minor aesthetic significance as an intact remnant of the grand 
Gothic-style house of Bell’s Park, evidenced in the bluestone walls, slate roof and bay window 
ornamentation.  (Criterion E) 

 

Primary sources 

Rowe, D., About Corayo: A Thematic History of Geelong, City of Greater Geelong, 2021, pp767-769, 
pp1082-83 & pp1054 

Pescott, J., Grace McKellar House, Geelong: the First 25 Years, Neptune Press, Newtown 1984 
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Plans 

 

 
Location Plan 

 

 
Proposed Heritage Overlay Boundary 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

Historical Background Notes – McKellar Memorial Chapel 

 

COMPILED NOTES FROM ABOUT CORAYO 
EXTRACT ON BELL PARK 

Prior to European colonization, the area now known as Bell Park was thickly timbered, the trees 
so dense that when European settlers arrived, they could become lost.  Acreages ranging from 
40 to 100 acres were taken up by pioneer settlers including James Austin, T.P. Bingley, Robert 
Sutherland and Cullen and Edols in 1849 and 1850.  The most substantial early development was 
the estate, ‘Bell Park’ (Figure 6.137), from which the suburb took its name.  It was established by 
John Bell, nephew of John Calvert of nearby ‘Morongo’.  It was built in 1853 in a Victorian 
Picturesque Gothic style to a design by the early Geelong architect, John Young.  The mansion 
house was extended in 1861 with a billiard room annex designed by Joseph Shaw, architect.  All 
that remains of ‘Bell Park’ is this annex.  The property was substantially subdivided in 1944 and 
the house and smaller acreage was donated by the Misses McKellar for use as a retirement 
home.  While the house was demolished, the annex of 1861 was retained and converted into a 
chapel as part of Grace McKellar House in 1964. 

Other developments also occurred in Bell Park including a golf course in c.1897. 

Although it was claimed in 1928 that ‘all the property with the exception of Bell Park and the 
golf links had been subdivided for building purposes’, few houses were built until the post war 
immigration boom in the 1950s.  (About Corayo Ch 6 pp767-769) 

 

 
Fig 1.  J. Norton, Bell Park , 1857-91. Source: accession H9311, State Library of Victoria.  (from 
About Corayo Ch 6, p769) 
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COMPILED NOTES FROM ABOUT CORAYO 
EXTRACT ON GRACE MCKELLAR CENTRE, 45-95 BALLARAT ROAD, BELL PARK 

In late 1943, Cr F.W. Wallace, Mayor of Geelong and former Regimental Medical Officer with the 
Australian Light Horse in Palestine in World War One, commenced a movement towards the 
establishment of an old folks’ home in Geelong. Discussions had been held with the Charities 
Board to facilitate any available funds. Support for the movement was given by the Geelong 
Trades Hall Council and all the municipalities in the Geelong district.  The growing problem was 
evident in the elderly taking up local hospital beds or being isolated from their families in 
Ballarat and led to the formation of the Old Folks’ Home Committee to raise the £50,0000 
estimated for the facility.  The public desire for the aged care home was evident in the sum of 
£58,000 having been raised in just seven months.  Even more remarkable was the gift of the 41 
acre historic property, ‘Bell Park’ homestead (built in 1853 for John Bell – Theme 6), Ballarat 
Road, Bell Park by Misses Ernestine and Catharine McKellar.  The Herald reported on the highly 
generous gift declaring that it ‘assures that this historic landmark will be preserved and the 
dignified old 16-roomed bluestone and brick dwelling in good order will probably be the 
manager’s quarters… ‘  

While a laundry and boiler house were built in 1946 there were delays in the construction of the 
hospital accommodation until 1956.  The lengthy duration in the commencement of the building 
of the facility was controversial, as was the demolition of all except the dining room of the 
original Bell Park homestead (it was converted into the Catherine McKellar Memorial Chapel).  
The initial design scheme was revised and in 1959, the facility – named the Grace McKellar 
House Geelong (Figure 8.129) in honour of the mother of the donors – was opened.  The 
inaugural manager-secretary was Alfred Ormond De Forest who had extensive experienced in 
Institutional management, including the 700 bed Mount Royal Hospital.  The first Matron was 
Miss G. Mandeville Halls who had been educated at Kinross Ladies College, Toorak, trained as a 
Voluntary Aid Detachment to providing nursing care during World War One. Matron Mandeville 
Halls subsequently trained at the Royal Melbourne Hospital and later joined the Melbourne 
District Nursing Society before being appointed to the Australian Inland Mission and then as 
Matron-Bursar of the Melbourne University Women’s College, and Matron of the Ballarat and 
District Benevolent Home. 

Since its beginnings, the Grace McKellar Centre expanded into providing other medical and 
health services and is now under the control of Barwon Health and offers community health 
services, residential aged care accommodation, rehabilitation services, and palliative care 
services. (About Corayo Ch 8, pp1082-83) 

. . .  in 1998, the Geelong Hospital, amalgamated with the Grace McKellar Centre, and city and 
suburban community health centres to form Barwon Health . . . (About Corayo Ch 8, pp1054) 

 

EXTRACT FROM BARWON HEALTH WEBSITE: 

McKellar Centre:  Originally named Grace McKellar House in 1959, when the first patients were 
admitted. The land on which the McKellar Centre is built was donated by Misses Ernestine and 
Catharine McKellar. Their mother, Grace, had an interest in the welfare of older and under-
privileged people. Grace McKellar was concerned with the closure of the Geelong Benevolent 
Asylum in 1923, with residents being transferred to facilities in Ballarat, as there was not a 
suitable alternative available in Geelong. The land encompassed the site of the Bell Park 
Homestead. The chapel, on the grounds of the McKellar Centre, is the only surviving building of 
the homestead. 
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. . Our facilities build on the rich history of the McKellar sisters (Ernestine and Catherine) who 
chose to bring to reality the vision that their mother Grace McKellar had for the 40 acres of land 
where Wallace and Blakiston Lodge are situated. It was their intent to support the welfare of 
older and under-privileged people and hence the aged care centres were born. 

 
Fig 2.  Image of Chapel circa late 1960s from the cover of J Pescott’s Grace McKellar House, 
Geelong: the First 25 Years 

 

EXTRACT FROM BARWON HEALTH FOUNDATION WEBSITE 

The McKellar Sisters:  When the late daughters of Grace McKellar, Ernestine and Catherine 
decided to gift their 40 acre estate to the community just over 75 years ago, they could have 
never imagined the incredible facility it is today. 

Grace McKellar had an interest in supporting the welfare of older and under-privileged people 
and, in memory of their mother, the children decided to donate the property to our local health 
service to benefit the people of Geelong. 

Services provided there today are at the core of community health - including rehabilitation, 
palliative care and aged care - and there are also exciting new services soon to be established. In 
particular, we are looking forward to the official opening of the new Kids Rehab Centre very 
soon which is yet another example of our community’s generosity. 

Thousands of people have received care at the McKellar Centre over the years and it is a much 
loved community asset. Of course, the healthcare heroes working at the centre have always 
done an extraordinary job. 
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Images of Place – 2 October 2023  
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Comparative Analysis 

The following places are comparative examples of Victorian Gothic architecture in Greater Geelong 
including:

Coriyule
1-69 McDermott Road Curlewis
VHR H0272 / PS HO3

A two story Gothic style homestead with 
coursed stone walls and iron tile roof, intricate 
timber looping barge boards, built in 1849 for 
Anne Drysdale and Caroline Newcomb. 

Hawthorns
39 Skene Street, Newtown
HO1623 & HO156

A two story Gothic style homestead with brick 
walls and a slate roof, intricate timber looping 
barge boards, built in 1876 for solicitor TC 
Harwood. 

Rosendale (formerly Haworth)
116-118 Tanner Street, Breakwater
HO52

Originally a 9-roomed house with bluestone 
and stucco walls, designed by architect 
William Grundy and built in 1869/70 for 
tannery proprietor F Haworth. 

Former Geelong Grammar School
55 & 55A Maud Street, Geelong
VHR H0188 / PS HO12

A notable example of the work of the Geelong 
architects Backhouse and Reynolds
illustrative of the Gothic style, and of which 
only one wing of what was once a large 
complex remains.
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Health and welfare places are currently little recorded as heritage overlays within the Greater Geelong 
Planning Scheme.  This is a notable thematic gap.  The only place so recorded is: 

Sailors Rest,  
3 Moorabool St  GEELONG 
HO1638 & HO221 

A 1912 Edwardian styled charitable mission on 
the Geelong waterfront 

 

 

 

END 


