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What is significant? 

The Australian Tannery Ruins at 40 Jendes Lane, Charlemont are of historical cultural significance as the site of 
the largest tannery operation in Australia.   

The significant features of the place include the physical evidence having the ability to demonstrate at least four 
major developmental phases in the evolution of Brearley Brothers Australian Tannery, including the sites of: 

• the 1864/5 Tannery, 
• the 1867 Drying Sheds, 
• the 1869 East Wing addition to the Tannery, and 
• the 1870s West Wing addition to the Tannery.   

These include substantial brick and bluestone basement walls and foundations covering a site area of around 70 
x 50m inclusive of up to150 tanning pits enclosed by walls several metres in height and ~600mm in width. 

Whilst most of the collapsed rubble from the upper storeys of the tannery has been collected, there remains 
potential archaeological deposits within the footprint of the tannery having the potential to inform our 
understanding of C19th tannery operations. The research potential of the Australian Tannery ruins are 
recognised through their inclusion on the Victorian Heritage Inventory (H7721-0440). 

The former Tannery Manager’s Cottage (‘Greenbanks’) is excluded from this overlay.  Whilst the earliest portion 
of it is associated with the tannery operation, it has been subject to extensive alterations and additions. 

How is it significant? 

The Australian Tannery Ruins, at 40 Jendes Lane, Charlemont are of historical, scientific, and associative 
significance to the City of Greater Geelong, and potentially the State of Victoria in respect of their historical 
and scientific significance. 

Why is it significant? 

The Australian Tannery Ruins are historically significant for their ability to demonstrate the development of 
tanning and fellmongering within Australia during the second half of the 19th century; research to date indicating 
the Australian Tannery was the largest tannery operation in Australia.  The Australian Tannery Ruins are of 
additional historical significance within Greater Geelong in demonstrating evidence of the largest remnant 
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industrial site within Greater Geelong and the concentrated development of industrial activity along the Barwon 
River in the late 19th Century. (Criterion A) 

The Australian Tannery Ruins possess one of the most extensive archaeological structural formations, and 
potential archaeological deposits within the footprint of the tannery, of 19th century tannery within Victoria. These 
have the potential to make a substantial contribution to our understanding of 19th century tannery construction, 
operation, and workforces associated with a previous 1852 tannery on the site and the main 1860s-1900s 
tannery development that is evident today. Additional research potential is evidenced in the extensive 
contemporaneous newspaper accounts, illustrations, and photography. (Criterion C). 

The Australian Tannery Ruins are significant for their association with Joseph and Sharp Brearley who 
industrialised their business by introducing the latest technology to the tannery operations improving working 
conditions and productivity. Joseph and Sharp Brearley were actively involved in Geelong Town Council and 
South Barwon Council as elected officials.  The place is significant due its association with Alexander Gray, 
proprietor of Albion Woollen Mills who owned the Tannery. The Australian Tannery is significant due to its 
association with architect and Surveyor and Supervisor of Public Works, South Barwon Shire Council, Robert 
Smith Tuffs. Tuffs designed notable buildings and structures in Geelong including the drying shed and western 
and eastern wings of the Australian Tannery for the Brearley Brothers. (Criterion H)  

 
Primary source 

The Australian Tannery Heritage Assessment, Janine Barrand 29 February 2024, peer reviewed by David Scott 
6 August 2024. 
 
Greater Geelong Outer Areas Heritage Study. Stage 2. Volume 13, Authentic Heritage Services Pty Ltd, 1998-
2000. 
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